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(54) Abstract Title 

Zonal isolation apparatus with flow valves controlled in response to sensor outputs 

(57) An apparatus which comprises a zonal isolation assembly comprising a solid tubular member 135 
including an external seal 140, a perforated tubular member 145 coupled to the solid tubular member, a flow 
control valve 160 coupled to the perforated tubular member for controlling flow of fluid through the perforated 
tubular member, a temperature sensor 802 coupled to the perforated tubular member, a pressure sensor 804 
coupled to the perforated tubular member for monitoring the pressure within the perforated tubular member, 
a flow sensor 806 coupled to the perforated tubular member for monitoring the fluid flow rate within the 
perforated tubular member and a shoe 155 coupled to the zonal isolation assembly and a controller 810 for 
monitoring the flow control valve, the temperature sensor, the pressure sensor and the flow sensor and for 
controlling of the flow control valves in response to the sensor outputs, wherein at least one of the solid and 
perforated tubular members is formed by a radial expansion process within the wellbore. 
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which are incorporated herein by reference. 
Background of the Invention 

[0003] This invention relates generally to oil and gas exploration, and in 
5 particular to isolating certain subterranean zones to facilitate oil and gas exploration. 
[0004] During oil exploration, a wellbore typically traverses a numberof zones 
within a subterranean formation. Some of these subterranean zones will produce 
oil and gas, while others will not Further, it is often necessary to isolate 
subterranean zones from one another in order to facilitate the exploration for and 
10 production of oil and gas. Existing methods for isolating subterranean production 
zones in order to facilitate the exploration for and production of oil and gas are 
complex and expensive. 

[0005] The present invention is directed to overcoming one or more of the 
limitations of the existing processes for isolating subterranean zones during oil and 
15 gas exploration. 



3 



Summary of the Invention 

[0006] According to one aspect of the present invention, an apparatus is 
provided that includes a zonal isolation assembly including: one or more solid 
tubular members, each solid tubular member including one or more external seals, 
one or more perforated tubular members coupled to the solid tubular members, one 
or more flow control valves operably coupled to the perforated tubular members for 
controlling the flow of fluidic materials through the perforated tubular members, one 
or more temperature sensors operably coupled to one or more of the perforated 
tubular members for monitoring the operating temperature within the perforated 
tubular members, one or more pressure sensors operably coupled to one or more 
of the perforated tubular members for monitoring the operating pressure within the 
perforated tubular members, and one or more flow sensors operably coupled to one 
or more of the perforated tubular members for monitoring the operating flow rate 
within the perforated tubular members, a shoe coupled to the zonal isolation 
assembly, and a controller operably coupled to the flow control valves, the 
temperature sensors, the pressure sensors, and the flow sensors for monitoring the 
temperature, pressure and flow sensors and controlling the operation of the flow 
control valves. At least one of the solid tubular members and the perforated tubular 
members are formed by a radial expansion process performed within the wellbore. 
[0007] According to another aspect of the present invention, a method of 
isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subterranean zone in a wellbore 
is provided that includes positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, 
the solid tubulars traversing the first subterranean zone, positioning one or more 
perforated tubulars within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing the 
second subterranean zone, radially expanding at least one of the primary solid 
tubulars and perforated tubulars within the wellbore, fluidicly coupling the perforated 
tubulars and the solid tubulars, preventing the passage of fluids from the first 
subterranean zone to the second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to 



the solid tubulars and perforated tubulars, monitoring the operating temperatures, 
pressures, and flow rates within one or more of the perforated tubulars, and 
controlling the flow of fluidic materials through the perforated tubulars as a function 
of the monitored operating temperatures, pressures, and flow rates. 
5 [0008] According to another aspect of the present invention, a method of 
extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone in a wellbore, at least a 
portion of the wellbore including a casing, is provided that includes positioning one 
or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, positioning one or more perforated 
tubulars within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing the producing 

10 subterranean zone, radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the 
perforated tubulars within the wellbore, fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the 
casing, fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars, fluidicly 
isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least one other subterranean 
zone within the wellbore, fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars 

15 with the producing subterranean zone, monitoring the operating temperatures, 
pressures, and flow rates within one or more of the perforated tubulars, and 
controlling the flow of fluidic materials through the perforated tubulars as a function 
of the monitored operating temperatures, pressures, and flow rates. 
[0009] According to another afepect of the present invention, a system for 

20 isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subterranean zone in a wellbore 
is provided that includes means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the 
wellbore, the solid tubulars traversing the first subterranean zone, means for 
positioning one or more perforated tubulars within the wellbore, the perforated 
tubulars traversing the second subterranean zone, means for radially expanding at 

25 least one of the solid tubulars and perforated tubulars within the wellbore, means 
for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars, means for 
preventing the passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone to the second 
subterranean zone within the wellbore external to the solid tubulars and perforated 
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tubulars, means for monitoring the operating temperatures, pressures, and flow 
rates within one or more of the perforated tubulars, and means for controlling the 
flow of fluidic materials through the perforated tubulars as a function of the 
monitored operating temperatures, pressures, and flow rates. 
[0010] According to another aspect of the present invention, a system for 
extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone in a wellbore, at least a 
portion of the wellbore including a casing, is provided that includes means for 
positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, means for positioning one 
or more perforated tubulars within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing 
the producing subterranean zone, means for radially expanding at least one of the 
solid tubulars and the perforated tubulars within the wellbore, means for fluidicly 
coupling the solid tubulars with the casing, means for fluidicly coupling the 
perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars, means forfluidicly isolating the producing 
subterranean zone from at least one other subterranean zone within the wellbore, 
means for fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars with the 
producing subterranean zone, means for monitoring the operating temperatures, 
pressures, and flow rates within one or more of the perforated tubulars, and means 
for controlling the flow of fluidic materials through the perforated tubulars as a 
function of the monitored operating temperatures, pressures, and flow rates. 
[001 1] According to another aspect of the present invention, an apparatus is 
provided that includes a zonal isolation assembly including: one or more solid 
tubular members, each solid tubular member including one or more external seals, 
one or more perforated tubular members each including radial passages coupled 
to the solid tubular members, and one or more solid tubular liners coupled to the 
interior surfaces of one or more of the perforated tubular members for sealing at 
least some of the radial passages of the perforated tubular members, and a shoe 
coupled to the zonal isolation assembly. At least one of the solid tubular members 
and the perforated tubular members are formed by a radial expansion process 



performed within the wellbore, and the solid tubular liners are formed by a radial 
expansion process performed within the wellbore. 

[0012] According to another aspect of the present invention, a method of 
isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subterranean zone in a wellbore 
5 is provided that includes positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, 
the solid tubulars traversing the first subterranean zone, positioning one or more 
perforated tubulars each including one or more radial passages within the wellbore, 
the perforated tubulars traversing the second subterranean zone, radially expanding 
at least one of the solid tubulars and perforated tubulars within the wellbore, fluidicly 

10 coupling the perforated tubulars and the primary solid tubulars, preventing the 
passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone to the second subterranean zone 
within the wellbore external to the primary solid tubulars and perforated tubulars, 
positioning one or more solid tubular liners within the interior of one or more of the 
perforated tubulars, and radially expanding and plastically deforming the solid 

15 tubular liners within the interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars to fluidicly 
seal at least some of the radial passages of the perforated tubulars. 
[0013] According to another aspect of the present invention, a method of 
extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone in a wellbore, at least a 
portion of the wellbore including a casing, is provided that includes positioning one 

20 or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, positioning one or more perforated 
tubulars each including one or more radial passages within the wellbore, the 
perforated tubulars traversing the producing subterranean zone, radially expanding 
at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated tubulars within the wellbore, 
fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing, fluidicly coupling the perforated 

25 tubulars with the solid tubulars, fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone 
from at least one other subterranean zone within the wellbore, fluidicly coupling at 
least one of the perforated tubulars with the producing subterranean zone, 
positioning one or more solid tubular liners within the interior of one or more of the 



perforated tubulars, and radially expanding and plastically deforming the solid 
tubular liners within the interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars to fluidicly 
seal at least some of the radial passages of the perforated tubulars. 
[0014] According to another aspect of the present invention, a system for 
isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subterranean zone in a wellbore 
is provided that includes means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the 
wellbore, the solid tubulars traversing the first subterranean zone, means for 
positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one or more radial 
passages within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing the second 
subterranean zone, means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars 
and perforated tubulars within the wellbore, means for fluidicly coupling the 
perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars, means for preventing the passage of 
fluids from the first subterranean zone to the second subterranean zone within the 
wellbore external to the primary solid tubulars and perforated tubulars, means for 
positioning one or more solid tubular liners within the interior of one or more of the 
perforated tubulars, and means for radially expanding and plastically deforming the 
solid tubular liners within the interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars to 
fluidicly seal at least some of the radial passages of the perforated tubulars. 
[0015] According to another aspect of the present invention, a system for 
extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone in a wellbore, at least a 
portion of the wellbore including a casing, is provided that includes means for 
positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, means for positioning one 
or more perforated tubulars each including one or more radial passages within the 
wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing the producing subterranean zone, 
means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated 
tubulars within the wellbore, means for fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the 
casing, means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars, 
means for fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least one other 



subterranean zone within the wellbore, means for fluidicly coupling at least one of 
the perforated tubulars with the producing subterranean zone, means for positioning 
one or more solid tubular liners within the interior of one or more of the perforated 
tubulars, and 

means for radially expanding and plastically deforming the solid tubular liners within 
the interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars to fluidicly seal at least some 
of the radial passages of the perforated tubulars. 

[0016] According to another aspect of the present invention, an apparatus is 
provided that includes a zonal isolation assembly including: one or more solid 
tubular members, each solid tubular member including one or more external seals, 
one or more perforated tubular members each including radial passages coupled 
to the solid tubular members, and a sealing material coupled to at least some of the 
perforated tubular members for sealing at least some of the radial passages of the 
perforated tubular members, and a shoe coupled to the zonal isolation assembly. 
[0017] According to another aspect of the present invention, a method of 
isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subterranean zone in a wellbore 
is provided that includes positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, 
the solid tubulars traversing the first subterranean zone, positioning one or more 
perforated tubulars each including one or more radial passages within the wellbore, 
the perforated tubulars traversing the second subterranean zone, radially expanding 
at least one of the solid tubulars and perforated tubulars within the wellbore, fluidicly 
coupling the perforated tubulars and the primary solid tubulars, preventing the 
passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone to the second subterranean zone 
within the wellbore external to the primary solid tubulars and perforated tubulars, 
sealing off an annular region within at least one of the perforated tubulars, and 
injecting a hardenable fluidic sealing material into the sealed annular regions of the 
perforated tubulars to seal off at least some of the radial passages of the perforated 
tubulars. 



[0018] According to another aspect of the present invention, a method of 
extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone in a wellbore, at least a 
portion of the wellbore including a casing, is provided that includes positioning one 
or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, positioning one or more perforated 
tubulars each including one or more radial passages within the wellbore, the 
perforated tubulars traversing the producing subterranean zone, radially expanding 
at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated tubulars within the wellbore, 
fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing, fluidicly coupling the perforated 
tubulars with the solid tubulars, fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone 
from at least one other subterranean zone within the wellbore, fluidicly coupling at 
least one of the perforated tubulars with the producing subterranean zone, sealing 
off an annular region within at least one of the perforated tubulars, and injecting a 
hardenable fluidic sealing material into the sealed annular regions of the perforated 
tubulars to seal off at least some of the radial passages of the perforated tubulars. 
[0019] According to another aspect of the present invention, a system for 
isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subterranean zone in a wellbore 
is provided that includes means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the 
wellbore, the solid tubulars traversing the first subterranean zone, means for 
positioning one or more perforated -tubulars each including one or more radial 
passages within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing the second 
subterranean zone, means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars 
and perforated tubulars within the wellbore, means for fluidicly coupling the 
perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars, means for preventing the passage of 
fluids from the first subterranean zone to the second subterranean zone within the 
wellbore external to the primary solid tubulars and perforated tubulars, means for 
sealing off an annular region within at least one of the perforated tubulars, and 
means for injecting a hardenable fluidic sealing material into the sealed annular 



regions of the perforated tubulars to seal off at least some of the radial passages 
of the perforated tubulars. 

[0020] According to another aspect of the present invention, a system for 
extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone in a wellbore, at least a 
5 portion of the wellbore including a casing, is provided that includes means for 
positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, means for positioning one 
or more perforated tubulars each including one or more radial passages within the 
wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing the producing subterranean zone, 
means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated 

1 0 tubulars within the wellbore, means for fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the 
casing, means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars, 
means forfluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least one other 
subterranean zone within the wellbore, means for fluidicly coupling at least one of 
the perforated tubulars with the producing subterranean zone, means for sealing off 

15 an annular region within at least one of the perforated tubulars, and means for 
injecting a hardenable fluidic sealing material into the sealed annular regions of the 
perforated tubulars to seal off at least some of the radial passages of the perforated 
tubulars. 

[0021] According to another aspect of the present invention, an apparatus is 
20 provided that includes a zonal isolation assembly positioned within a wellbore that 
traverses a subterranean formation including: one or more solid tubular members, 
each solid tubular member including one or more external seals, one or more 
perforated tubular members coupled to the solid tubular members, and a shoe 
coupled to the zonal isolation assembly. At least one of the solid tubular members 
25 and the perforated tubular members are formed by a radial expansion process 
performed within the wellbore, and at least one of the perforated tubular members 
are radially expanded into intimate contact with the subterranean formation. 

W 



[0022] According to another aspect of the present invention, a method of 
isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subterranean zone in a wellbore 
is provided that includes positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, 
the solid tubulars traversing the first subterranean zone, positioning one or more 
perforated tubulars within the wellbore each including one or more radial passages, 
the perforated tubulars traversing the second subterranean zone, radially expanding 
at least one of the primary solid tubulars and perforated tubulars within the wellbore, 
radially expanding at least one of the perforated tubulars into intimate contact with 
the second subterranean zone, fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the 
solid tubulars, and preventing the passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone 
to the second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to the solid tubulars 
and perforated tubulars. 

[0023] According to another aspect of the present invention, a method of 
extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone in a wellbore, at least a 
portion of the wellbore including a casing, is provided that includes positioning one 
or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, positioning one or more perforated 
tubulars within the wellbore each including one or more radial passages, the 
perforated tubulars traversing the producing subterranean zone, radially expanding 
at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated tubulars within the wellbore, 
radially expanding at least one of the perforated tubulars into intimate contact with 
the producing subterranean zone, fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the 
casing, fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars, fluidicly 
isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least one other subterranean 
zone within the wellbore, and fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated 
tubulars with the producing subterranean zone. 

[0024] According to another aspect of the present invention, a system for 
isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subterranean zone in a wellbore 
is provided that includes means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the 
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wellbore, the solid tubulars traversing the first subterranean zone, means for 
positioning one or more perforated tubulars within the wellbore each including one 
or more radial passages, the perforated tubulars' traversing the second 
subterranean zone, means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars 
and perforated tubulars within the wellbore, means for radially expanding at least 
one of the perforated tubulars into intimate contact with the second subterranean 
zone, means forfluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars, and 
means for preventing the passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone to the 
second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to the solid tubulars and 
perforated tubulars. 

[0025] According to another aspect of the present invention, a system for 
extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone in a wellbore, at least a 
portion of the wellbore including a casing, is provided that includes means for 
positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, means for positioning one 
or more perforated tubulars within the wellbore each including one or more radial 
openings, the perforated tubulars traversing the producing subterranean zone, 
means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated 
tubulars within the wellbore, means for radially expanding at least one of the 
perforated tubulars into intimate contact with the producing subterranean zone, 
means for fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing, means for fluidicly 
coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars, means for fluidicly isolating 
the producing subterranean zone from at least one other subterranean zone within 
the wellbore, and means for fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars 
with the producing subterranean zone, 

[0026] According to another aspect of the present invention, an apparatus is 
provided that includes a zonal isolation assembly positioned within a wellbore that 
traverses a subterranean formation and includes a perforated wellbore casing, 
including: one or more solid tubular members, each solid tubular member including 
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one or more external seals, one or more perforated tubular members coupled to the 
solid tubular members, and a shoe coupled to the zonal isolation assembly. At least 
one of the solid tubular members and the perforated tubular members are formed 
by a radial expansion process performed within the wellbore, and at least one of the 
perforated tubular members are radially expanded into intimate contact with the 
perforated wellbore casing. 

[0027] According to another aspect of the present invention, a method of 
isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subterranean zone in a wellbore 
that includes a perforated casing that traverses the second subterranean zone, is 
provided that includes positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, the 
solid tubulars traversing the first subterranean zone, positioning one or more 
perforated tubulars within the wellbore each including one or more radial passages, 
the perforated tubulars traversing the second subterranean zone, radially expanding 
at least one of the primary solid tubulars and perforated tubulars within the wellbore, 
radially expanding at least one of the perforated tubulars into intimate contact with 
the perforated casing, fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the solid 
tubulars, and preventing the passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone to 
the second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to the solid tubulars and 
perforated tubulars. i 

[0028] According to another aspect of the present invention, a method of 
extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone in a wellbore, at least a 
portion of the wellbore including a casing and a perforated casing that traverses the 
producing subterranean zone, is provided that includes positioning one or more 
solid tubulars within the wellbore, positioning one or more perforated tubulars within 
the wellbore each including one or more radial passages, the perforated tubulars 
traversing the producing subterranean zone, radially expanding at least one of the 
solid tubulars and the perforated tubulars within the wellbore, radially expanding at 
least one of the perforated tubulars into intimate contact with the perforated casing, 



fluidicly coupling the soiid tubulars with the casing, fluidicly coupling the perforated 
tubulars with the solid tubulars, fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone 
from at least one other subterranean zone within the wellbore, and fluidicly coupling 
at least one of the perforated tubulars with the producing subterranean zone. 
[0029] According to another aspect of the present invention, a system for 
isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subterranean zone in a wellbore 
that includes a perforated casing that traverses the second subterranean zone, is 
provided that includes means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the 
wellbore, the solid tubulars traversing the first subterranean zone, means for 
positioning one or more perforated tubulars within the wellbore each including one 
or more radial passages, the perforated tubulars traversing the second 
subterranean zone, means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars 
and perforated tubulars within the wellbore, means for radially expanding at least 
one of the perforated tubulars into intimate contact with the perforated casing, 
means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars, and 
means for preventing the passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone to the 
second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to the solid tubulars and 
perforated tubulars. 

[0030] According to another aspect of the present invention, a system for 
extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone in a wellbore, at least a 
portion of the wellbore including a casing and a perforated casing that traverses the 
producing subterranean zone, that includes means for positioning one or more solid 
tubulars within the wellbore, means for positioning one or more perforated tubulars 
within the wellbore each including one or more radial openings, the perforated 
tubulars traversing the producing subterranean zone, means for radially expanding 
at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated tubulars within the wellbore, 
means for radially expanding at least one of the perforated tubulars into intimate 
contact with the perforated casing, means for fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars 
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with the casing, means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid 
tubulars, means for fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least 
one other subterranean zone within the wellbore, and means for fluidicly coupling 
at least one of the perforated tubulars with the producing subterranean zone. 
[0031] According to another aspect of the present invention, an apparatus is 
provided that includes a zonal isolation assembly including: one or more solid 
tubular members, each solid tubular member including one or more external seals, 
one or more perforated tubular members each including radial passages coupled 
to the solid tubular members, and one or more perforated tubular liners each 
including one or more radial passages coupled to the interior surfaces of one or 
more of the perforated tubular members, and a shoe coupled to the zonal isolation 
assembly. At least one of the solid tubular members and the perforated tubular 
members are formed by a radial expansion process performed within the wellbore, 
and the perforated tubular liners are formed by a radial expansion process 
performed within the wellbore. 

[0032] According to another aspect of the present invention, a method of 
isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subterranean zone in a wellbore 
is provided that includes positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, 
the solid tubulars traversing the first subterranean zone, positioning one or more 
perforated tubulars each including one or more radial passages within the wellbore, 
the perforated tubulars traversing the second subterranean zone, radially expanding 
at least one of the solid tubulars and perforated tubulars within the wellbore, fluidicly 
coupling the perforated tubulars and the primary solid tubulars, preventing the 
passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone to the second subterranean zone 
within the wellbore external to the primary solid tubulars and perforated tubulars, 
positioning one or more perforated tubular liners within the interior of one or more 
of the perforated tubulars, and radially expanding and plastically deforming the 
perforated tubular liners within the interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars. 



[0033] According to another aspect of the present invention, a method of 
extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone in a wellbore, at least a 
portion of the wellbore including a casing, is provided that includes positioning one 
or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, positioning one or more perforated 
tubulars each including one or more radial passages within the wellbore, the 
perforated tubulars traversing the producing subterranean zone, radially expanding 
at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated tubulars within the wellbore, 
fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing, fluidicly coupling the perforated 
tubulars with the solid tubulars, fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone 
from at least one other subterranean zone within the wellbore, fluidicly coupling at 
least one of the perforated tubulars with the producing subterranean zone, 
positioning one or more perforated tubular liners within the interior of one or more 
of the perforated tubulars, and radially expanding and plastically deforming the 
perforated tubular liners within the interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars. 
[0034] According to another aspect of the present invention, a system for 
isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subterranean zone in a wellbore 
is provided that includes means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the 
wellbore, the solid tubulars traversing the first subterranean zone, means for 
positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one or more radial 
passages within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing the second 
subterranean zone, means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars 
and perforated tubulars within the wellbore, means for fluidicly coupling the 
perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars, means for preventing the passage of 
fluids from the first subterranean zone to the second subterranean zone within the 
wellbore external to the primary solid tubulars and perforated tubulars, means for 
positioning one or more perforated tubular liners within the interior of one or more 
of the perforated tubulars, and means for radially expanding and plastically 



deforming the perforated tubular liners within the interior of one or more of the 
perforated tubulars. 

[0035] According to another aspect of the present invention, a system for 
extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone in a wellbore, at least a 
portion of the wellbore including a casing, is provided that includes means for 
positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, means for positioning one 
or more perforated tubulars each including one or more radial passages within the 
wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing the producing subterranean zone, 
means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated 
tubulars within the wellbore, means for fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the 
casing, means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars, 
means for fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least one other 
subterranean zone within the wellbore, means for fluidicly coupling at least one of 
the perforated tubulars with the producing subterranean zone, means for positioning 
one or more perforated tubular liners within the interior of one or more of the 
perforated tubulars, and means for radially expanding and plastically deforming the 
perforated tubular liners within the interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars. 
[0036] According to another aspect of the present invention, an apparatus is 
provided that includes a zonal isolation assembly including: one or more solid 
tubular members, each solid tubular member including one or more external seals, 
two or more perforated tubular members each including radial passages coupled 
to the solid tubular members, and one or more one-way valves for controllably 
fluidicly coupling the perforated tubular members, and a shoe coupled to the zonal 
isolation assembly. At least one of the solid tubular members and the perforated 
tubular members are formed by a radial expansion process performed within the 
wellbore. 

[00371 According to another aspect of the present invention, a method of 
isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subterranean zone having a 



plurality of producing zones in a wellbore is provided that includes positioning one 
or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, the solid tubulars traversing the first 
subterranean zone, positioning two or more perforated tubulars each including one 
or more radial passages within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing the 
second subterranean zone, radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and 
perforated tubulars within the wellbore, fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and 
the primary solid tubulars, preventing the passage of fluids from the first 
subterranean zone to the second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to 
the primary solid tubulars and perforated tubulars, and preventing fluids from 
passing from one of the producing zones that has not been depleted to one of the 
producing zones that has been depleted. 

[0038] According to another aspect of the present invention, a method of 
extracting materials from a wellbore having a plurality of producing subterranean 
zones, at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, is provided that includes 
positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, positioning two or more 
perforated tubulars each including one or more radial passages within the wellbore, 
the perforated tubulars traversing the producing subterranean zones, radially 
expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated tubulars within the 
wellbore, fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing, fluidicly coupling the 
perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars, fluidicly isolating the producing 
subterranean zone from at least one other subterranean zone within the wellbore, 
fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars with the producing 
subterranean zone, preventing fluids from passing from one of the producing zones 
that has not been depleted to one of the producing zones that has been depleted. 
[0039] According to another aspect of the present invention, a system for 
isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subterranean zone having a 
plurality of producing zones in a wellbore is provided that includes means for 
positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, the solid tubulars 



traversing the first subterranean zone, means for positioning one or more perforated 
tubulars each including one or more radial passages within the wellbore, the 
perforated tubulars traversing the second subterranean 1 zone, means for radially 
expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and perforated tubulars within the 
wellbore, means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars, 
means for preventing the passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone to the 
second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to the primary solid tubulars 
and perforated tubulars, means for positioning one or more perforated tubular liners 
within the interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars, and means for 
preventing fluids from passing from one of the producing zones that has not been 
depleted to one of the producing zones that has been depleted. 
[0040] According to another aspect of the present invention, a system for 
extracting materials from a plurality of producing subterranean zones in a wellbore, 
at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, is provided that includes means 
for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, means for positioning 
one or more perforated tubulars each including one or more radial passages within 
the wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing the producing subterranean zones, 
means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated 
tubulars within the wellbore, means for fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the 
casing, means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars, 
means forfluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zonefrom at least one other 
subterranean zone within the wellbore, means for fluidicly coupling at least one of 
the perforated tubulars with the producing subterranean zone, means for positioning 
one or more perforated tubular liners within the interior of one or more of the 
perforated tubulars, and means for preventing fluids from passing from one of the 
producing zones that has not been depleted to one of the producing zones that has 
been depleted. 



[0041] According to another aspect of the present invention, an apparatus for 
extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean formation containing a source 
of geothermal energy is provided that includes a zonal isoration assembly positioned 
within the subterranean formation including: one or more solid tubular members, 
5 each solid tubular member including one or more external seals, one or more 
perforated tubular members each including radial passages coupled to the solid 
tubular members, and one or more perforated tubular liners each including one or 
more radial passages coupled to the interior surfaces of one or more of the 
perforated tubular members, and a shoe coupled to the zonal isolation assembly. 

10 At least one of the solid tubular members and the perforated tubular members are 
formed by a radial expansion process performed within the wellbore. 
[0042] According to another aspect of the present invention, a method of 
isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subterranean zone including a 
source of geothermal energy in a wellbore is provided that includes positioning one 

15 or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, the solid tubulars traversing the first 
subterranean zone, positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one 
or more radial passages within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing the 
second subterranean zone, radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and 
perforated tubulars within the wellbore, fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and 

20 the primary solid tubulars, preventing the passage of fluids from the first 
subterranean zone to the second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to 
the primary solid tubulars and perforated tubulars, positioning one or more 
perforated tubular liners within the interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars, 
and radially expanding and plastically deforming the perforated tubular liners within 

25 the interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars. 

[0043] According to another aspect of the present invention, a method of 
extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean geothermal zone in a wellbore, 
at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, is provided that includes 



positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, positioning one or more 
perforated tubulars each including one or more radial passages within the wellbore, 
the perforated tubulars traversing the subterranean geothermal zone, radially 
expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated tubulars within the 
wellbore, fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing, fluidicly coupling the 
perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars, fluidicly isolating the subterranean 
geothermal zone from at least one other subterranean zone within the wellbore, and 
fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars with the subterranean 
geothermal zone. 

[0044] According to another aspect of the present invention, a system for 
isolating a first subterranean zone from a second geothermal subterranean zone in 
a wellbore is provided that includes means for positioning one or more solid tubulars 
within the wellbore, the solid tubulars traversing the first subterranean zone, means 
for positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one or more radial 
passages within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing the second 
geothermal subterranean zone, means for radially expanding at least one of the 
solid tubulars and perforated tubulars within the wellbore, means for fluidicly 
coupling the perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars, and means for preventing 
the passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone to the second geothermal 
subterranean zone within the wellbore external to the primary solid tubulars and 
perforated tubulars. 

[0045] According to another aspect of the present invention, a system for 
extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean geothermal zone in a wellbore, 
at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, is provided that includes means 
for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, 
means for positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one or more 
radial passages within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing the 
subterranean geothermal zone, means for radially expanding at least one of the 
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solid tubulars and the perforated tubulars within the wellbore, means for fluidicly 
coupling the solid tubulars with the casing, means for fluidicly coupling the 
perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars, means for fluidicly isolating the 
subterranean geothermal zone from at least one other subterranean zone within the 
5 wellbore, and means for fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars with 
the subterranean geothermal zone. 

[0046] According to another aspect of the present invention, an apparatus is 
provided that includes a zonal isolation assembly including: one or more solid 
tubular members, each solid tubular member including one or more external seals, 

10 one or more perforated tubular members each including one or more radial 
passages coupled to the solid tubular members, and a shoe coupled to the zonal 
isolation assembly. At least one of the solid tubular members and the perforated 
tubular members are formed by a radial expansion process performed within the 
wellbore, and the radial passage of at least one of the perforated tubular members 

1 5 are cleaned by further radial expansion of the perforated tubular members within the 
wellbore. 

[0047] According to another aspect of the present invention, a method of 
isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subterranean zone in a wellbore 
is provided that includes positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, 

20 the solid tubulars traversing the first subterranean zone, positioning one or more 
perforated tubulars within the wellbore each including one or more radial passages, 
the perforated tubulars traversing the second subterranean zone, radially expanding 
at least one of the primary solid tubulars and perforated tubulars within the wellbore, 
fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars, preventing the 

25 passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone to the second subterranean zone 
within the wellbore external to the solid tubulars and perforated tubulars, and 
cleaning materials from the radial passages of at least one of the perforated 
tubulars by further radial expansion of the perforated tubulars within the wellbore. 
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[0048] According to another aspect of the present invention, a method of 
extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone in a wellbore, at least a 
portion of the wellbore including a casing, is provided that includes positioning one 
or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, positioning one or more perforated 
tubulars within the wellbore each including one or more radial passages, the 
perforated tubulars traversing the producing subterranean zone, radially expanding 
at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated tubulars within the wellbore, 
fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing, fluidicly coupling the perforated 
tubulars with the solid tubulars, fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone 
from at least one other subterranean zone within the wellbore, fluidicly coupling at 
least one of the perforated tubulars with the producing subterranean zone, 
monitoring the operating temperatures, pressures, and flow rates within one ormore 
of the perforated tubulars, and cleaning materials from the radial passages of at 
least one of the perforated tubulars by further radial expansion of the perforated 
tubulars within the wellbore. 

[0049] According to another aspect of the present invention, a system for 
isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subterranean zone in a wellbore 
is provided that includes means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the 
wellbore, the solid tubulars traversing the first subterranean zone, means for 
positioning one or more perforated tubulars within the wellbore each including one 
or more radial passages, the perforated tubulars traversing the second 
subterranean zone, means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars 
and perforated tubulars within the wellbore, means for fluidicly coupling the 
perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars, means for preventing the passage of 
fluids from the first subterranean zone to the second subterranean zone within the 
wellbore external to the solid tubulars and perforated tubulars, and means for 
cleaning materials from the radial passages of at least one of the perforated 
tubulars by further radial expansion of the perforated tubulars within the wellbore. 



[0050] According to another aspect of the present invention, a system for 
extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone in a wellbore, at least a 
portion of the wellbore including a casing, is provided that includes means for 
positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, means for positioning one 
or more perforated tubulars within the wellbore each including one or more radial 
passages, the perforated tubulars traversing the producing subterranean zone, 
means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated 
tubulars within the wellbore, means for fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the 
casing, means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars, 
means for fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least one other 
subterranean zone within the wellbore, means for fluidicly coupling at least one of 
the perforated tubulars with the producing subterranean zone, and means for 
cleaning materials from the radial passages of at least one of the perforated 
tubulars by further radial expansion of the perforated tubulars within the wellbore. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 
[0051] FIG. 1 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view illustrating the isolation 
of subterranean zones. 

[0052] Fig. 2a is a cross sectional illustration of the placement of an 
illustrative embodiment of a system for isolating subterranean zones within a 
borehole. 

[0053] Fig. 2b is a cross sectional illustration of the system of Fig. 2a during 
the injection of a fluidic material into the tubular support member. 
[0054] Fig. 2c is a cross sectional illustration of the system of Fig. 2b while 
pulling the tubular expansion cone out of the wellbore. 

[0055] Fig. 2d is a cross sectional illustration of the system of Fig. 2c after the 
tubular expansion cone has been completely pulled out of the wellbore. 
[0056] Fig. 3 is a cross sectional illustration of an illustrative embodiment of 
the expandable tubular members of the system of Fig. 2a. 
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[0057] Fig. 4 is a flow chart illustration of an illustrative embodiment of a 
method for manufacturing the expandable tubular member of Fig. 3. 
[0058] Fig. 5a is a cross sectional illustration of an illustrative embodiment of 
the upsetting of the ends of a tubular member. 

[0059] Fig. 5b is a cross sectional illustration of the expandable tubular 
member of Fig. 5a after radially expanding and plastically deforming the ends of the 
expandable tubular member. 

[0060] Fig. 5c is a cross sectional illustration of the expandable tubular 
member of Fig. 5b after forming threaded connections on the ends of the 
expandable tubular member. 

[0061] Fig. 5d is a cross sectional illustration of the expandable tubular 

member of Fig. 5c after coupling sealing members to the exterior surface of the 
intermediate unexpended portion of the expandable tubular member. 
[0062] Fig. 6 is a cross-sectional illustration of an exemplary embodiment of 
a tubular expansion cone. 

[0063] Fig. 7 is a cross-sectional illustration of an exemplary embodiment of 

a tubular expansion cone. 

[0064] Fig. 8 is a fragmentary cross sectional illustration of an alternative 

embodiment of the system for isolating subterranean zones of Fig. 1 . 

[0065] Fig. 9 is a fragmentary cross sectional illustration of an embodiment 

of a method for lining one of the perforated tubular members of the system for 

isolating subterranean zones of Fig. 1 with a solid tubular liner. 

[0066] Fig. 1 0 is a fragmentary cross sectional illustration of an embodiment 

of a method for sealing one of the perforated tubular members of the system for 

isolating subterranean zones of Fig. 1 with a hardenable fluidic sealing material. 

[0067] Fig. 1 1 is a fragmentary cross sectional illustration of an embodiment 

of a method for coupling one of the perforated tubular members of the system for 

isolating subterranean zones of Fig. 1 with the surrounding subterranean formation. 
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MM Fig. 12 is a fragmentary cross sectional lustration of an embodrment 
of a method for coupling one of the perforated tubu^r members of the system for 
isolating subterranean zones of Fig. 1 with a surrounding perforated wellbore 

i« Fig ISisafragmentarycresssectionalillustrationofanembodiment 
o, a method for lining one o, the perforated tubular members o, the system for 
isolating subterranean zones of Fig. 1 wfth another perforated tubular member 
COW] Fig. 14 is a fragmentary cross sectional il.ustra.ion Can alternate 

a one-way va.ve for preventing flow from a producing zone rnto a depleted zone. 
,0071, Fig. 15 is a fragmentary cross sectional ...ustration of an alternate 
Jdiment of the sysfem for isolating subterranean zones of Fig. 1in wn^he 
system is used to extract geothermal energy from a subterranean geotherma, zone. 
Detailed Description of the Illustrative Embodiments 
« 100721 An apparatus and method for isolating one or more subterranean 
ones from one or more other subterranean zones is provided. The apparatus and 

Tho permits a producing zone to be fcofcted from a nonproducing zone us,ng 
Icl ination o, s lid and slotted tubuiars. In the production mode, the teachrngs 
ofTe present disclosu. may be used in combination w«h — n* wen 
» known, production completion equipment and methods using a 

o«d tub ng. perforated tubing, and sliding sleeves, which wii, be inserted ,nto . 

zones from each other. 

p0 731 referring to Fig. 1. a wellbore 105 including a casrng 110 are 

25 positioned in a subterranean formatton 115. The subterranean tan-on 1« 
Ludesanumberofproduc,iveandnon-producbvezones,in d ud,nga^ 

,20 and a targeted oi. sand zone 125. During exp.ora.ion of the subterranean 
Z bon 115 the we„bore 105 may be extended in a we,. Known manner to 
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traverse the various productive and non-productive zones, includ ing the water zone 
120 and the targeted oil sand zone 125. 

[0074] In a preferred embodiment, in order to fluidicly isolate the water zone 
120 from the targeted oil sand zone 125, an apparatus 1 30 is provided that includes 
5 one or more sections of solid casing 135, one or more external seals 140, one or 
more sections of perforated casing 145, one or more intermediate sections of solid 
casing 150, and a solid shoe 155. In several exemplary embodiments, the 
perforated casing 145 includes one or more radial passages. 
[0075] The solid casing 1 35 provides a fluid conduit that transmits fluids and 

10 other materials from one end of the solid casing 135 to the other end of the solid 
casing 135. The solid casing 135 may comprise any number of conventional 
commercially available sections of solid tubular casing such as, for example, oilfield 
tubulars fabricated from chromium steel or fiberglass. In a preferred embodiment, 
the solid casing 1 35 comprises oilfield tubulars available from various foreign and 

15 domestic steel mills. 

[0076] The solid casing 135 is preferably coupled to the casing 110. The 
solid casing 135 may be coupled to the casing 110 using any number of 
conventional commercially available processes such as, for example, welding, 
slotted and expandable connectors, or expandable solid connectors. In a preferred 

20 embodiment, the solid casing 1 35 is coupled to the casing 1 1 0 by using expandable 
solid connectors. The solid casing 135 may comprise a plurality of such solid 
casing 135. 

[0077] The solid casing 135 is preferably coupled to one more of the 
perforated casings 145. The solid casing 135 may be coupled to the perforated 
25 casing 145 using any number of conventional commercially available processes 
such as, for example, welding, or slotted and expandable connectors. In a preferred 
embodiment, the solid casing 135 is coupled to the perforated casing 145 by 
expandable solid connectors. 
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[0078] In a preferred embodiment, the casing 135 includes one more valve 
members 160 for controlling the flow of fluids and other materials within the interior 
region of the casing 135. In an alternative embodiment, during the product.cn 
mode of operation, an internal tubular string with various arrangements of packers, 
perforated tubing, sliding sleeves, and valves may be employed within the 
apparatus to provide various options for commingling and isolating subterranean 
zones from each other while providing a fluid path to the surface. 
[0079] In a particularly preferred embodiment, the casing 135 is placed ,nto 
the wellbore 105 by expanding the casing 135 in the radial direction into intimate 
contact with the interior walls of the wellbore 105. The casing 135 may be 
expanded in the radial direction using any number of conventional commercally 
available methods. 

[0080] Theseals140preventthepassageoffluidsandothermaterialsw.th.n 
the annular region 165 between the solid casings 135 and 150 and the wellbore 
105 The seals 140 may comprise any number of conventional commercally 
available sealing materials suitable for sealing a casing in a wellbore such as, for 
example, lead, rubber or epoxy. In a preferred embodiment, the seals 140 
comprise Stratalok epoxy material availablefrom Halliburton Energy Services. The 
perforated casing 145 permits fluids and other materials to pass into and out of the 
interior of the perforated casing 145 from and to the annular region 165. In this 
manner, oil and gas may be produced from a producing subterranean zone w.thm 
a subterranean formation. The perforated casing 145 may comprise any number 
of conventional commercially available sections of slotted tubular casing. In a 
preferred embodiment, the perforated casing 145 comprises expandable slotted 
tubular casing available from Petroline in Abeerdeen, Scotland. In a particularly 
preferred embodiment, the perforated casing 145 comprises expandable slotted 
sandscreen tubular casing available from Petroline in Abeerdeen, Scotland. 
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[0081] The perforated casing 145 is preferably coupled to one or more solid 
casing 135. The perforated casing 145 may be coupled to the solid casing 135 
using any number of conventional commercially available processes such as, for 
example, welding, or slotted or solid expandable connectors. In a preferred 
embodiment, the perforated casing 145 is coupled to the solid casing 135 by 
expandable solid connectors. 

[0082] The perforated casing 145 is preferably coupled to one or more 
intermediate solid casings 150. The perforated casing 145 may be coupled to the 
intermediate solid casing 150 using any number of conventional commercially 
available processes such as, for example, welding or expandable solid or slotted 
connectors. In a preferred embodiment, the perforated casing 145 is coupled to the 
intermediate solid casing 150 by expandable solid connectors. 
[0083] The last perforated casing 145 is preferably coupled to the shoe 155. 
The last perforated casing 145 may be coupled to the shoe 1 55 using any number 
of conventional commercially available processes such as, for example, welding or 
expandable solid or slotted connectors. In a preferred embodiment, the last 
perforated casing 1 45 is coupled to the shoe 1 55 by an expandable solid connector. 
[0084] In an alternative embodiment, the shoe 1 55 is coupled directly to the 
last one of the intermediate solid casings 150. 

[0085] In a preferred embodiment, the perforated casings 145 are positioned 
within the wellbore 1 05 by expanding the perforated casings 145 in a radial direction 
into intimate contact with the interior walls of the wellbore 105. The perforated 
casings 145 may be expanded in a radial direction using any number of 
conventional commercially available processes. 

[0086] The intermediate solid casing 1 50 permits fluids and other materials 
to pass between adjacent perforated casings 145. The intermediate solid casing 
1 50 may comprise any number of conventional commercially available sections of 
solid tubular casing such as, for example, oilfield tubulars fabricated from chromium 
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steel orflbergiass. In a preferred embodiment, the intermediate so„d casing 150 
comprises oilfield tubulars available from foreign and domestic steel mi«s. 
Zm TheintemtediatesolidcasinglSOispreferably.ooupledtooneormore 

ectionso, the perforated casing 145. The intermediate solid casing 150 may be 
Z pied to the perform oasing 145 using any number of — na 

expands oonneotors. In a preferred embodiment, the intermedia so d cas«g 
0 is coupled to the perforated casing 145 by expandable solid connector, T e 
^Idil solid casing 1 50 may oomprise a pluralfly o, suoh intermed,ate so„d 

SI! m a purred embodiment, the each intermediate so,* oasing 150 
Ludes one more valve members 170 for continuing the flow of fluids and other 

embodiment, as will be recognized by persons having ord,nary skill ,n the art 

internal tubular suing w«h various arrangements of packers, perforated 1ub,ng 
Z sleeves, and valves may be employed within the apparatus to provxJe 
Us options for commingling and fcofctinr, subterranean zones from each other 
while providing a fluid path to the surface. 

[0089 ,n a particularly preferred embodiment, the intermedia casm 150 
L ,L into the wellbore 105 by expanding the intermediate casing 1» » «- 

intermediate casing 150 may be expanded in the radia, direction us,ng any number 
of conventional commercially available methods. 

rposo, ,n an a«ernative embodiment, one or more of the intermediate solid 
casings150 may beomtted. In an alternative preferred embodiment one or more 
of the perforated oasings 145 are provided with one or more seals 140. 
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[0091] The shoe 1 55 provides a support member for the apparatus 1 30. In 
this manner, various production and exploration tools may be supported by the 
show 1 50. The shoe 1 50 may comprise any number of conventional commercially 
available shoes suitable for use in a wellbore such as, for example, cement filled 
shoe, or an aluminum or composite shoe. In a preferred embodiment, the shoe 150 
comprises an aluminum shoe available from Halliburton. In a preferred 
embodiment, the shoe 155 is selected to provide sufficient strength in compression 
and tension to permit the use of high capacity production and exploration tools. 
[0092] In a particularly preferred embodiment, the apparatus 1 30 includes a 
plurality of solid casings 135, a plurality of seals 140, a plurality of perforated 
casings 145, a plurality of intermediate solid casings 150, and a shoe 155. More 
generally, the apparatus 130 may comprise one or more solid casings 135, each 
with one or more valve members 160, n perforated casings 145, n-1 intermediate 
solid casings 150, each with one or more valve members 170, and a shoe 155. 
[0093] During operation of the apparatus 1 30, oil and gas may be controllably 

produced from the targeted oil sand zone 125 using the perforated casings 145. 
The oil and gas may then be transported to a surface location using the solid casing 
135. The use of intermediate solid casings 150 with valve members 170 permits 
isolated sections of the zone 125 to be selectively isolated for production. The 
seals 140 permit the zone 125 to be fluidicly isolated from the zone 120. The seals 
140 further permits isolated sections of the zone 125 to be fluidicly isolated from 
each other. In this manner, the apparatus 130 permits unwanted and/or non- 
productive subterranean zones to be fluidicly isolated. 

[0094] In an alternative embodiment, as will be recognized by persons having 
ordinary skill in the art and also having the benefit of the present disclosure, during 
the production mode of operation, an internal tubular string with various 
arrangements of packers, perforated tubing, sliding sleeves, and valves may be 
employed within the apparatus to provide various options for commingling and 
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isolating subterraneari'zohes from each other while providing a fluid path to the 
surface. 

[0095] In several alternative embodiments, the solid casing 135, the 
perforated casings 145, the intermediate sections of solid casing 1 50. and/or the 
solid shoe 155 are radially expanded and plastically deformed within the wellbore 
105 in a conventional manner and/or using one or more of the methods and 
apparatus disclosed in one or more of the following: (1) U.S. patent application 
serial no. 09/454, 1 39, attorney docket no. 25791 .03.02, filed on 1 2/3/1 999, (2) U.S. 
patent application serial no. 09/510,913, attorney docket no. 25791.7.02, filed on 
2/23/2000, (3) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/502,350, attorney docket no. 
25791.8.02, filed on 2/10/2000, (4) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/440,338, 
attorney docket no. 25791.9.02, filed on 11/15/1999, (5) U.S. patent application 
serial no. 09/523,460, attorney docket no. 25791 .1 1 .02, filed on 3/1 0/2000, (6) U.S. 
patent application serial no. 09/512,895, attorney docket no. 25791 .12.02, filed on 
2/24/2000, (7) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/511,941, attorney docket no. 
25791 .16.02, filed on 2/24/2000, (8) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/588,946, 
attorney docket no. 25791 .17.02, filed on 6/7/2000, (9) U.S. patent application serial 
no. 09/559,122, attorney docket no. 25791.23.02, filed on 4/26/2000, (10) PCT 
patent application serial no. PCT/US00/18635, attorney docket no. 25791.25.02, 
filed on 7/9/2000, (11) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/162,671, 
attorney docket no. 25791.27, filed on 11/1/1999, (12) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/1 54,047. attorney docket no. 25791 .29, filed on 9/16/1999, 
(13) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/159,082, attorney docket no. 
25791.34, filed on 10/12/1999, (14) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/1 59,039, attorney docket no. 25791 .36, filed on 1 0/12/1 999, (1 5) U.S. provisional 
patent application serial no. 60/159,033, attorney docket no. 25791.37, filed on 
1 0/1 2/1 999, (1 6) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/2 12,359, attorney 
docket no. 25791.38, filed on 6/19/2000, (17) U.S. provisional patent application 
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serial no. 60/165.228, attorney docket no. 25791.39, filed on 11/12/1999, (18) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/221 ,443, attorney docket no. 25791 .45, 
filed on 7/28/2000, (19) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/221,645, 
attorney docket no. 25791.46, filed on 7/28/2000, (20) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/233,638, attorney docket no. 25791.47, filed on 9/18/2000, 
(21) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/237,334, attorney docket no. 
25791.48, filed on 10/2/2000, (22) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/270,007, attorney docket no. 25791 .50, filed on 2/20/2001 ; (23) U.S. provisional 
patent application serial no. 60/262,434, attorney docket no. 25791.51, filed on 
1/17/2001; (24) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/259,486, attorney 
docket no. 25791.52, filed on 1/3/2001; (25) U.S. provisional patent application 
serial no. 60/303,740, attorney docket no. 25791.61, filed on 7/6/2001; (26) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/313,453, attorney docket no. 25791.59, 
filed on 8/20/2001; (27) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/317,985, 
attorney docket no. 25791.67, filed on 9/6/2001; (28) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/318,386, attorney docket no. 25791.67.02, filed on 
9/10/2001; and (29) U.S. utility patent application serial no. 09/969,922, attorney 
docket no. 25791.69, filed on 10/3/2001, the disclosures of which are incorporated 
herein by reference. In an exemplary embodiment, the radial clearances between 
the radially expanded solid casings 135, perforated casings 145, intermediate 
sections of solid casing 150, and/or the solid shoe 155 and the wellbore 105 are 
eliminated thereby eliminating the annulus between the solid casings, the perforated 
casings 145, the intermediate sections of solid casing 150, and/or the solid shoe 
155 and the wellbore 105. In this manner, the optional need for filling the annulus 
with a filler material such as, for example, gravel, may be eliminated. [0096] 
Referring to Figs. 2a-2d, an illustrative embodiment of a system 200 for 
isolating subterranean formations includes a tubular support member 202 that 
defines a passage 202a. A tubular expansion cone 204 that defines a passage 
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204a is coupled to an end of the tubular support member 202. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the tubular expansion cone 204 includes a tapered outer surface 204b 
for reasons to be described. 

[0097] A pre-expanded end 206a of a first expandable tubular member 206 
that defines a passage 206b is adapted to mate with and be supported by the 
tapered outer surface 204b of the tubular expansion cone 204. The first 
expandable tubular member 206 further includes an unexpended intermediate 
portion 206c, another pre-expanded end 206d, and a sealing member 206e coupled 
to the exterior surface of the unexpended intermediate portion. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the inside and outside diameters of the pre-expanded ends, 206a and 
206d, of the first expandable tubular member 206 are greater than the inside and 
outside diameters of the unexpended intermediate portion 206c. An end 208a of 
a shoe 208 is coupled to the pre-expanded end 206a of the first expandable tubular 
member 206 by a conventional threaded connection. 

[0098] An end 21 0a of a slotted tubular member 210 that defines a passage 
210b is coupled to the other pre-expanded end 206d of the first expandable tubular 
member 206 by a conventional threaded connection. Another end 210c of the 
slotted tubular member 21 0 is coupled to an end 212a of a slotted tubular member 
212 that defines a passage 212b by a conventional threaded connection. A pre- 
expanded end 214a of a second expandable tubular member 214 that defines a 
passage 214b is coupled to the other end 212c of the tubular member 212. The 
second expandable tubular member 214 further includes an unexpended 
intermediate portion 214c, another pre-expanded end 214d ( and a sealing member 
214e coupled to the exterior surface of the unexpended intermediate portion. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the inside and outside diameters of the pre-expanded 
ends, 214a and 214d, of the second expandable tubular member 214 are greater 
than the inside and outside diameters of the unexpended intermediate portion 214c. 
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[0099] An end 216a of a slotted tubular member 216 that defines a passage 
216b is coupled to the other pre-expanded end 214d of the second expandable 
tubular member 214 by a conventional threaded connection. Another end 216c of 
the slotted tubular member 216 is coupled to an end 218a of a slotted tubular 
member 218 that defines a passage 218b by a conventional threaded connection. 
A pre-expanded end 220a of a third expandable tubular member 220 that defines 
a passage 220b is coupled to the other end 21 8c of the slotted tubular member 21 8. 
The third expandable tubular member 220 further includes an unexpended 
intermediate portion 220c, another pre-expanded end 220d, and a sealing member 
220e coupled to the exterior surface of the unexpended intermediate portion. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the inside and outside diameters of the pre-expanded 
ends, 220a and 220d, of the third expandable tubular member 220 are greater than 
the inside and outside diameters of the unexpended intermediate portion 220c. 
[0100] An end 222a of a tubular member 222 is threadably coupled to the 
end 30d of the third expandable tubular member 220. 

[0101] In an exemplary embodiment, the inside and outside diameters of the 
pre-expanded ends, 206a, 206d, 214a, 214d, 220a and 220d, of the expandable 
tubular members, 206, 214, and 220, and the slotted tubular members 210, 212, 
216, and 218, are substantially equal. In several exemplary embodiments, the 
sealing members, 206e, 214e, and 220e, of the expandable tubular members, 206, 
214, and 220, respectively, further include anchoring elements for engaging the 
wellbore casing 104. In several exemplary embodiments, the slotted tubular 
members, 21 0, 21 2, 216, and 218, are conventional slotted tubular members having 
threaded end connections suitable for use in an oil or gas well, an underground 
pipeline, or as a structural support. In several alternative embodiments, the slotted 
tubular members, 210, 212, 216, and 218 are conventional slotted tubular members 
for recovering or introducing fluidic materials such as, for example, oil, gas and/or 
water from or into a subterranean formation. 
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[0102] In an exemplary embodiment, as illustrated in Fig. 2a, the system 200 
is initially positioned in a borehole 224 formed in a subterranean formation 226 that 
includes a water zone 226a and a targeted oil sand zone 226b. The borehole 224 
may be positioned in any orientation from vertical to horizontal. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the upper end of the tubular support member 202 may be supported 
in a conventional manner using, for example, a slip joint, or equivalent device in 
order to permit upward movement of the tubular support member and tubular 
expansion cone 204 relative to one or more of the expandable tubular members, 
206, 214, and 220, and tubular members, 210, 212, 216, and 218. 
[0103] In an exemplary embodiment, as illustrated in Fig. 2b, afluidic material 
228 is then injected into the system 200, through the passages, 202a and 204a, of 
the tubular support member 202 and tubular expansion cone 204, respectively. 
[0104] In an exemplary embodiment, as illustrated in Fig. 2c, the continued 
injection of the fluidic material 228 through the passages, 202a and 204a, of the 
tubular support member 202 and the tubular expansion cone 204, respectively, 
pressurizes the passage 1 8b of the shoe 1 8 below the tubular expansion cone 
thereby radially expanding and plastically deforming the expandable tubular 
member 206 off of the tapered external surface 204b of the tubular expansion cone 
204. In particular, the intermediate non pre-expanded portion 206c of the 
expandable tubular member 206 is radially expanded and plastically deformed off 
of the tapered external surface 204b of the tubular expansion cone 204. As a 
result, the sealing member 206e engages the interior surface of the wellbore casing 
104. Consequently, the radially expanded intermediate portion 206c of the 
expandable tubular member 206 is thereby coupled to the wellbore casing 104. In 
an exemplary embodiment, the radially expanded intermediate portion 206c of the 
expandable tubular member 206 is also thereby anchored to the wellbore casing 
104. 
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[0105] In an exemplary embodiment, as illustrated in Fig. 2d, after the 
expandable tubular member 206 has been plastically deformed and radially 
expanded off of the tapered external surface 204b of the tubular expansion cone 
204, the tubular expansion cone is pulled out of the borehole 224 by applying an 
upward force to the tubular support member 202. As a result, the second and third 
expandable tubular members, 214 and 220, are radially expanded and plastically 
deformed off of the tapered external surface 204b of the tubular expansion cone 
204. In particular, the intermediate non pre-expanded portion 214c of the second 
expandable tubular member 214 is radially expanded and plastically deformed off 
of the tapered external surface 204b of the tubular expansion cone 204. As a 
result, the sealing member 214e engages the interior surface of the wellbore 224. 
Consequently, the radially expanded intermediate portion 214c of the second 
expandable tubular member 214 is thereby coupled to the wellbore 224. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the radially expanded intermediate portion 214c of the 
second expandable tubular member 214 is also thereby anchored to the wellbore 
104. Furthermore, the continued application of the upward force to the tubular 
member 202 will then displace the tubular expansion cone 204 upwardly into 
engagement with the pre-expanded end 220a of the third expandable tubular 
member 220. Finally, the continued application of the upward force to the tubular 
member 202 will then radially expand and plastically deform the third expandable 
tubular member 220 off of the tapered external surface 204b of the tubular 
expansion cone 204. In particular, the intermediate non pre-expanded portion 220c 
of the third expandable tubular member 220 is radially expanded and plastically 
deformed off of the tapered external surface 204b of the tubular expansion cone 
204. As a result, the sealing member 220e engages the interior surface of the 
wellbore 224. Consequently, the radially expanded intermediate portion 220c of the 
third expandable tubular member 220 is thereby coupled to the wellbore 224. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the radially expanded intermediate portion 220c of the third 
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expandable tubular member 220 is also thereby anchored to the wellbore 224. As 
a result, the water zone 226a and fluidicly isolated from the targeted oil sand zone 
226b 

[01061 After completing the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the 

third expandable tubular member 220, the tubular support member 202 and the 

tubular expansion cone 204 are removed from the wellbore 224. 

[0107] Thus,duringtheope ra tionofthesvstem10,theintermediatenonpre- 

expandedportions.206c,214c,and220c,oftheexpandabletubularmembers.206. 

214 and 220, respectively, are radially expanded and plastically deforced by the 
upward displacement of the tubular expansion cone 204. As a result, the seahng 
members. 206e, 214.. and 220e, are displaced in the radial direction rnto 
engagement with the wellbore 224 thereby coupling the shoe 208, the expandable 
tubuiar member 206, the s.otted tubular members, 210 and 212. the expanse 
tubular member 214, the slotted tubular members, 216 and 218, and ttre 
expandable tubular member 220 to the weltoore. Furthermore, as a nesuft. to 
connections between the expandabte tubular members, 206, 214, and 220 the 
shoe 208, and the slotted tubular members, 210, 212, 216, and 218, do not have 
to be expandable connections thereby providing signfticant cost savings. In 
addition, the inside diameters of the expandable tubular members, 206, 214, and 
220 ahd the slotted tubular members, 210, 212, 216, and 218, after the -ad,a 
expansion process, are substantially equal In fttis manner, additional convenbona 
toolsandotherconventionalequipmentmaybeeasi^posftioned within, andmoved 
through, the expandable and slotted tubular members. In several alternatwe 
embodiments, the conventional tools and equipment include conventional vaW,ng 
and other conventional flow control devices for controlling the flow of fluid* 
materials within and between the expandable tubular members. 206, 214, and 220. 
and the slotted tubular members, 210, 212, 216. and 218. 



[0108] Furthermore, in the system 200, the slotted tubular members 210, 
212, 216, and 218 are interleaved among the expandable tubular members, 206, 
214, and 220. As a result, because only the intermediate non pre-expanded 
portions, 206c, 214c, and 220c, of the expandable tubular members, 206, 214, and 
220, respectively, are radially expanded and plastically deformed, the slotted tubular 
members, 210, 212, 216, and 218 can be conventional slotted tubular members 
thereby significantly reducing the cost and complexity of the system 10. Moreover, 
because only the intermediate non pre-expanded portions, 206c, 214c, and 220c, 
of the expandable tubular members, 206, 214, and 220, respectively, are radially 
expanded and plastically deformed, the number and length of the interleaved slotted 
tubular members, 210, 212, 216, and 218 can be much greater than the number 
and length of the expandable tubular members. In an exemplary embodiment, the 
total length of the intermediate non pre-expanded portions, 206c, 214c, and 220c, 
of the expandable tubular members, 206, 214, and 220, is approximately 200 feet, 
and the total length of the slotted tubular members, 210, 212, 216, and 218, is 
approximately 3800 feet. Consequently, in an exemplary embodiment, a system 
200 having a total length of approximately 4000 feet is coupled to the wellbore 224 
by radially expanding and plastically deforming a total length of only approximately 
200 feet. 

[0109] Furthermore, the sealing members 206e, 214e, and 220e, of the 
expandable tubular members, 206, 214, and 220, respectively, are used to couple 
the expandable tubular members and the slotted tubular members, 210, 212, 216, 
and 218 to the wellbore 224, the radial gap between the slotted tubular members, 
the expandable tubular members, and the wellbore 224 may be large enough to 
effectively eliminate the possibility of damage to the expandable tubular members 
and slotted tubular members during the placement of the system 200 within the 
wellbore. 
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[0110] In an exemplary embodiment, the pre-expanded ends, 206a, 206d, 
214a 214d 220a, and 220d, of the expandable tubular members. 206, 214, and 
220 respectively, and the slotted tubular members, 210, 212, 216, and 218, have 
outside diameters and wall thicknesses of 8.375 inches and 0.350 tnches, 
respectively; prior to the radial expansion, the intermeddle non pre-expanded 
portions 206c. 214c. and 220c, of the expandable tubular members. 206. 214. and 
220 respectively, have outside diameters of 7.625 inches; the slotted tubular 
members. 210, 212, 216, and 218, have inside diameters of 7.675 inches; after the 
radial expansion, the inside diameters of the intermediate portions, 206c, 21 4c, and 
220c, of the expandable tubular members, 206, 214, and 220, are equal to 7.675 
inches; and the wellbore 224 has an inside diameter of 8.755 inches. 
[0111] In an exemplary embodiment, the pre-expanded ends, 206a, 206d, 
214a 214d, 220a, and 220d, of the expandable tubular members, 206, 214, and 
220 respectively, and the slotted tubular members, 210, 212, 216, and 218. have 
outside diameters and wall thicknesses of 4.500 inches and 0.250 inches 
respectively; prior to the radial expansion, the intermediate non pre-expanded 
portions. 206c, 214c, and 220c, of the expandable tubular members, 206, 214. and 
220 respectively, have outside diameters of 4.000 inches; the slotted tubular 
members. 210, 212, 216, and 218, have inside diameters of 4.000 inches; afterthe 
radial expansion, the inside diameters of the intermediate portions, 206c, 214c and 
220c, of the expandable tubular members, 206, 214, and 220, are equal to 4.000 
inches and the wellbore 224 has an inside diameter of 4.892 inches. 
[0112] in an exemplary embodiment, the system 200 is used to ,n|ect or 
extract fluidic materials such as. for example, oil, gas, and/or water into or from the 
subterranean formation 226b. 

[0113] Referring now to Fig. 3, an exemplary embodiment of an expandable 
tubular member 300 will now be described. The tubular member 300 defines an 
interior -agion 300a and includes a first end 300b including a first threaded 
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connection 300ba, a first tapered portion 300c, an intermediate portion 300d, a 
second tapered portion 300e, and a second end 300f including a second threaded 
connection 300fa. The tubular member 300 further preferably includes an 
intermediate sealing member 300g that is coupled to the exterior surface of the 
intermediate portion 300d. 

[0114] In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular member 300 has a 
substantially annular cross section. The tubular member 300 may be fabricated 
from any number of conventional commercially available materials such as, for 
example, Oilfield Country Tubular Goods (OCTG), 13 chromium steel tubing/casing, 
or L83, J55, or P1 10 API casing. 

[0115] Inan exemplary embodiment, the interior 300a of the tubular member 
300 has a substantially circular cross section. Furthermore, in an exemplary 
embodiment, the interior region 300a of the tubular member includes a first inside 
diameter D 1t an intermediate inside diameter D INT , and a second inside diameter D 2 . 
In an exemplary embodiment, the first and second inside diameters, D, and D 2 , are 
substantially equal. In an exemplary embodiment, the first and second inside 
diameters, D, and D 2 , are greater than the intermediate inside diameter D, NT . 
[0116] The first end 300b of the tubular member 300 is coupled to the 
intermediate portion 300d by the first tapered portion 300c, and the second end 
300f of the tubular member is coupled to the intermediate portion by the second 
tapered portion 300e. In an exemplary embodiment, the outside diameters of the 
first and second ends, 300b and 300f, of the tubular member 300 is greater than the 
outside diameter of the intermediate portion 300d of the tubular member. The first 
and second ends, 300b and 300f, of the tubular member 300 include wall 
thicknesses, t, and t 2 , respectively. In an exemplary embodiment, the outside 
diameter of the intermediate portion 300d of the tubular member 300 ranges from 
about 75% to 98% of the outside diameters of the first and second ends, 300a and 
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300f. The intermediate portion 300d of the tubular member 300 includes a wall 
thickness t INT . 

[0117] In an exemplary embodiment, the wall thicknesses t, and t 2 are 
substantially equal in order to provide substantially equal burst strength for the first 
and second ends, 300a and 300f, of the tubular member 300. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the wall thicknesses, t, and t,, are both greater than the wall thickness 
Vr in order to optimally match the burst strength of the first and second ends, 300a 
and 300f, of the tubular member 300 with the intermediate portion 300d of the 
tubular member 300. 

[0118] In an exemplary embodiment, the first and second tapered portions, 
300c and 300e, are inclined at an angle, a, relative to the longitudinal direction 
ranging from about 0 to 30 degrees in order to optimally facilitate the radial 
expansion of the tubular member 300. In an exemplary embodiment, the first and 
second tapered portions, 300c and 300e, provide a smooth transition between the 
first and second ends, 300a and 300f, and the intermediate portion 300d, of the 
tubular member 300 in order to minimize stress concentrations. 
[0119] The intermediate sealing member 300g is coupled to the outer surface 
of the intermediate portion 300d of the tubular member 300. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the intermediate sealing member 300g seals the interface between 
the intermediate portion 300d of the tubular member 300 and the interior surface 
of a wellbore casing 305, or other preexisting structure, after the radial expansion 
and plastic deformation of the intermediate portion 300d of the tubular member 300. 
In an exemplary embodiment, the intermediate sealing member 300g has a 
substantially annular cross section. In an exemplary embodiment, the outside 
diameter of the intermediate sealing member 300g is selected to be less than the 
outside diameters of the first and second ends, 300a and 300f, of the tubular 
member 300 in order to optimally protect the intermediate sealing member 300g 
during placement of the tubular member 300 within the wellbore casings 305. The 



intermediate sealing member 300g may be fabricated from any number of 
conventional commercially available materials such as, for example, thermoset or 
thermoplastic polymers. In an exemplary embodiment, the intermediate sealing 
member 300g is fabricated from thermoset polymers in order to optimally seal the 
radially expanded intermediate portion 300d of the tubular member 300 with the 
wellbore casing 305. In several alternative embodiments, the sealing member 300g 
includes one or more rigid anchors for engaging the wellbore casing 305 to thereby 
anchor the radially expanded and plastically deformed intermediate portion 300d of 
the tubular member 300 to the wellbore casing. 

[0120] Referring to Figs. 4, and 5a to 5d, in an exemplary embodiment, the 
tubular member 300 is formed by a process 400 that includes the steps of: (1) 
upsetting both ends of a tubular member in step 405; (2) expanding both upset ends 
of the tubular member in step 410; (3) stress relieving both expanded upset ends 
of the tubular member in step 415; (4) forming threaded connections in both 
expanded upset ends of the tubular member in step 420; and (5) putting a sealing 
material on the outside diameter of the non-expanded intermediate portion of the 
tubular member in step 425. 

[0121] As illustrated in FIG. 5a, in step 405, both ends, 500a and 500b, of a 
tubular member 500 are upset using conventional upsetting methods. The upset 
ends, 500a and 500b, of the tubular member 500 include the wall thicknesses t, and 
tj. The intermediate portion 500c of the tubular member 500 includes the wall 
thickness t, NT and the interior diameter D INT . In an exemplary embodiment, the wall 
thicknesses t n and tj are substantially equal in order to provide burst strength that 
is substantially equal along the entire length of the tubular member 500. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the wall thicknesses t, and t 2 are both greater than the wall 
thickness t INT in order to provide burst strength that is substantially equal along the 
entire length of the tubular member 500, and also to optimally facilitate the 
formation of threaded connections in the first and second ends, 500a and 500b. 



[0122] As illustrated in Fig. 5b, in steps 410 and 415, both ends, 500a and 
500b, of the tubular member 500 are radially expanded using conventional radial 
expansion methods, and then both ends, 500a and 500b, of the tubular member are 
stress relieved. The radially expanded ends, 500a and 500b, of the tubular 
member 500 include the interior diameters D, and D 2 . In an exemplary 
embodiment, the interior diameters D, and D 2 are substantially equal in order to 
provide a burst strength that is substantially equal. In. an exemplary embodiment, 
the ratio of the interior diameters D, and D 2 to the interior diameter D INT ranges from 
about 100% to 120% in order to facilitate the subsequent radial expansion of the 
tubular member 500. 

[0123] In a preferred embodiment, the relationship between the wall 
thicknesses t„ t 2 , and t INT of the tubular member 500; the inside diameters D„ D 2 
and D, NT of the tubular member 500; the inside diameter of the wellbore 

casing, or other structure, that the tubular member 500 will be inserted into; and the 
outside diameter of the expansion cone that will be used to radially expand the 
tubular member 500 within the wellbore casing is given by the following expression: 

Dwellbore -2.|,>D,i - £>_ + 1,„ ' D,„] (l) 

where t, = t 2 ; and 
D, = D 2 . 

By satisfying the relationship given in equation (1), the expansion forces placed 
upon the tubular member 500 during the subsequent radial expansion process are 
substantially equalized. More generally, the relationship given in equation (1) may 
be used to calculate the optimal geometry for the tubular member 500 for 
subsequent radial expansion and plastic deformation of the tubular member 500 for 
fabricating and/or repairing a wellbore casing, a pipeline, or a structural support. 
[0124] As illustrated in FIG. 5c, in step 420, conventional threaded 
connections, 500d and 500e, are formed in both expanded ends, 500a and 500b, 



of the tubular member 500. In an exemplary embodiment, the threaded 
connections, 500d and 500e, are provided using conventional processes forforming 
pin and box type threaded connections available from Atlas-Bradford. 
[0125] As illustrated in Fig. Sd. in step 425, a sealing member 500f is then 
applied onto the outside diameter of the non-expanded intermediate portion 500c 
of the tubular member 500. The sealing member 500f may be applied to the 
outside diameter of the non-expanded intermediate portion 500c of the tubular 
member 500 using any number of conventional commercially available methods. 
In a preferred embodiment, the sealing member 500f is applied to the outs.de 
diameter of the intermediate portion 500c of the tubular member 500 using 
commercially available chemical and temperature resistant adhesive bonding. 
[01 26] In an exemplary embodiment, the expandable tubular members, 206 , 
214, and 220, of the system 200 are substantially identical to, and/or incorporate 
one or more of the teachings of, the tubular members 300 and 500. 
[01 27] Referring to Fig. 6, an exemplary embodiment of tubular expansion 
cone 600 for radially expanding the tubular members 206, 214, 220, 300 and 500 
will now be described. The expansion cone 600 defines a passage 600a and 
includes a front end 605, a rear end 610, and a radial expansion section 615. 
[0128] In an exemplary embodiment, the radial expansion section 615 
includes a first conical outer surface 620 and a second conical outer surface 625. 
The first conical outer surface 620 includes an angle of attack a, and the second 
conical outer surface 625 includes an angle of attack cc 2 . In an exemplary 
embodiment, the angle of attack a, is greater than the angle of attack a 2 . In this 
manner, the first conical outer surface 620 optimally radially expands the 
intermediate portions, 206c, 214c, 220c, 300d, and 500c, of the tubular members, 
206, 214, 220, 300. and 500, and the second conical outer surface 525 optimally 
radially expands the pre-expanded first and second ends, 206a and 206d, 214a and 
214d, 220a and 220d. 300b and 300f, and 500a and 500b, of the tubular members, 
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206 214 220 300 and 500. In an exemplary embodiment, the first conical outer 
surface 620 includes an angle of attack a, ranging from about 8 to 20 degrees, and 
«. second conic*! outer surface 625 includes an angle of attack a 2 ranging from 
about 4 to 15 degrees in order to optimally radially expand and plastically deform 
fte tubular members. 206. 214, 220, 300 and 500. More generally, the expanse 
cone 600 may include 3 or more adjacent conical outer surfaces having angles of 
attack that decrease from the front end 605 of the expansion cone 600 to the rear 
end 61 0 of the expansion cone 600. 

,0129] Referring to Fig. 7. another exemplary embodiment of a tubular 
expansion cone 700 defines a passage 700a and includes a front end 705. a rear 
end 710. and a radial expansion section 715. In an exemplary embodiment, the 
radial expansion section 715 includes an outer surface having a substantiaUy 
parabolic outer profile thereby providing a paraboloid shape. In this manner, the 
outer surface of the radial expansion section 715 provides an angle of attack that 
constantly decreases from a maximum a. the front end 705 of fte expansion cone 
700toaminimumatfterearend710oftheexpansioncone. The parabolro outer 
profile of the outersurface of the radial expansion section 715may be formed us,ng 
a plurality of adjacent discrete conical sections and/or using a continuous curved 
surface, in this manner, the region of the outer surface of the radial expans.on 
section 715 adjacent to fte front end 705 of the expansion cone 700 may opting 
radially expand the intermediate portions, 206c, 214c. 220o. 300d. and 500c, of the 
tubular members. 206. 214. 220. 300, and 500. while the region of the outersurface 
of the radial expansion section 715 adjacent to the rear end 710 of the expansion 
cone 700 may optimally radially expand fte pre-expanded first and seoond ends 
206a and 206d, 214a and 214d. 220a and 220d. 300b and 300f. and 500a and 
500b of the tubular members. 206, 214. 220, 300 and 500. In an exemplary 
embodiment, fte parabolic profile of the outer surface of the radial expansion 
section 715 is selected to provide an angle of attack that ranges from about B to 20 

to 



degrees in the vicinity of the front end 705 of the expansion cone 700 and an angle 
of attack in the vicinity of the rear end 710 of the expansion cone 700 from about 
4 to 15 degrees. 

[0130] In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular expansion cone 204 of the 
system 200 is substantially identical to the expansion cones 600 or 700, and/or 
incorporates one or more of the teachings of the expansion cones 600 and/or 700. 
[0131] In several alternative embodiments, the teachings of the apparatus 
1 30, the system 200, the expandable tubular member 300, the method 400. and/or 
the expandable tubular member 500 are at least partially combined. 
[0132] Referring to Fig. 8, in an alternative embodiment, conventional 
temperature, pressure, and flow sensors, 802, 804, and 806, respectively, are 
operably coupled to the perforated tubulars 145 of the apparatus 130. The 
temperature, pressure, and flow sensors, 802, 804, and 806, respectively, in turn 
are operably coupled to a controller 810 that receives and processes the output 
signals generated by the temperature, pressure, and flow sensors to thereby control 

the operation of the flow control valves 160 to enhance the operational efficiency 
of the apparatus 130. In several exemplary embodiments, the control algorithms 
utilized by the controller 810 for controlling the operation of the flow control valves 
1 60 as a function of the operating temperature, pressure, and flow rates within the 
perforated tubular members 145 are conventional. 

[0133] Referring to Fig. 9, in an alternative embodiment, a solid tubular 
member 905 is coupled to one of the perforated tubular members 145 by radially 
expanding and plastically deforming the solid tubularmember into engagement with 

the perforated tubular member in a conventional manner and/or using one or more 
of the radial expansion methods disclosed in one or more of the following: (1 ) U.S. 
patent application serial no. 09/454,139, attorney docket no. 25791 .03.02, filed on 
12/3/1999. (2) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/510,913, attorney docket no. 
25791.7.02, filed on 2/23/2000, (3) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/502,350, 



attorney docket no. 25791 .8.02. filed on 2/1 0/2000, (4) U.S. patent application serial 
no 09/440,338, attorney docket no. 2579 1.9.02, filed on 1 1/15/1999. (5) U.S. patent 
application serial no. 09/523,460, attorney docket no. 25791.11.02. filed on 
3/10/2000, (6) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/512,8*95, attorney docket no. 
25791 .12.02, filed on 2/24/2000, (7) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/51 1 ,941 , 
attorney docket no. 25791.16.02, filed on 2/24/2000, (8) U.S. patent application 
serial no 09/588,946, attorney docket no. 25791 .17.02, filed on 6/7/2000. (9) U.S. 
patent application serial no. 09/559.122, attorney docket no. 25791 .23.02, filed on 
4/26/2000, (l0)PCTpatentapplicationserialno.PCT/US00/18635, attorney docket 
no 25791.25.02, filed on 7/9/2000. (11) U.S. provisional patent application serial 
no. 60/162,671, attorney docket no. 25791.27, filed on 11/1/1999, (12) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/1 54,047, attorney docket no. 25791 .29, 
filed on 9/16/1999, (13) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/159,082, 
attorney docket no. 25791.34, filed on 10/12/1999, (14) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/159,039, attorney docket no. 25791.36, filed on 
10/12/1999, (15) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/159,033, attorney 
docket no. 25791.37, filed on 10/12/1999, (16) U.S. provisional patent application 
serial no. 60/212,359, attorney docket no. 25791.38, filed on 6/19/2000, (17) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/165,228, attorney docket no. 25791 .39, 
filed on 11/12/1 999, (18) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/221 ,443, 
attorney docket no. 25791.45, filed on 7/28/2000, (19) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/221 ,645, attorney docket no. 25791 .46. filed on 7/28/2000, 
(20) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/233,638, attorney docket no. 
25791.47, filed on 9/18/2000, (21) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/237,334, attorney docket no. 25791 .48, filed on 1 0/2/2000, (22) U.S. provisional 
patent application serial no. 60/270,007, attorney docket no. 25791.50, filed on 
2/20/2001; (23) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/262.434, attorney 
docket no. 25791.51, filed on 1/17/2001; (24) U.S. provisional patent application 



serial no. 60/259,486, attorney docket no. 25791.52, filed on 1/3/2001; (25) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/303,740, attorney docket no. 25791 .61 , 
filed on 7/6/2001; (26) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/313,453, 
attorney docket no. 25791.59, filed on 8/20/2001; (27) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/317,985, attorney docket no. 25791.67, filed on 9/6/2001; 
(28) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60,318,386, attorney docket no. 
25791.67.02, filed on 9/10/2001; and (29) U.S. utility patent application serial no. 
09/969,922, attorney docket no. 25791.69, filed on 10/3/2001, the disclosures of 
which are incorporated herein by reference. In this manner, the solid tubular 
member 905 fluidicly seals the radial passages formed in the perforated tubular 
member 145 thereby preventing the passage of fluidic materials and/or formation 
materials through the perforated tubular member. 

[0134] Referring to Fig. 10, in an alternative embodiment, the radial openings 
in one of the perforated tubular members 145 are sealed by injecting a hardenable 
fluidic sealing material 1005 into the radial openings in the one perforated tubular 
member by positioning a closed ended pipe 1010 having one or more radial 
openings 1010a within the one perforated tubular member 145. Conventional 
sealing members 101 5 and 1020 then seal the interface between the pipe 1010 and 
the opposite ends of the one perforated tubular member 145. The hardenable 
fluidic sealing material 1005 is then 'injected into the radial openings in the one 
perforated tubular member 145. The sealing members 1 40 prevent the passage of 
the hardenable fluidic sealing material out of the annulus between the one 
perforated tubular member 145 and the formation 125. The pipe 1010 and sealing 
members, 1015 and 1020, are then removed from the apparatus 130, and the 
hardenable fluidic sealing material is allowed to cure. A conventional drill string may 
then be used to remove any excess cured sealing material from the interior surface 
of the one perforated tubular member 145. In an exemplary embodiment, the 
hardenable fluidic sealing material is a curable epoxy resin. 
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f0135] in an alternative embodiment, as illustrated in Fig. 1 1 . one or more of 
, he perforatedtubu te rmembers145oftheapparatus130areradiallyexpandedand 

piastioally deformed into oontaot with the surrounding formation 125 thereby 
compressing the surrounding formation. In this manner, the surrounding format,on 
126 is maintained in a state of compression thereby stabilfcng the sunoundmg 
formation, reducing the flow of loose panicles from the surrounding fbrmatron rto 
the radial openings of the perforated tubular member 145. and enhancing the 
recovery of hydrocarbons from the surrounding formation. 
[0136] in an alternative embodiment, a seismic source 1 105 is positioned on 
a surface location to thereby impart seismic energy into the formation 125. in this 
manner, particles lodged in the radial openings in the perforated tubular member 
145 may be dislodged from the radial openings thereby enhancing the subsequent 
recovery of hydrocarbons from the formation 125. 

,0137] Inanalternativeembodiment. afterthe perforated tubular member 145 
nasbeen radially expanded and plastically formed into contactwith the surrounding 
formation 125. thereby coupting the perforated tubutar member 145 to the 
surrounding formation, an impulsive load is applied to the perforated tubu^r 
member. The impulsive load may be applied to the perforated tubular member 145 
by applying the load to the end of the apparatus 130. The impulsive load is then 
transferred to the surrounding formation 125 thereby compacting and/or slurnfymg 
,he surrounding formation. As a result, the recovery of hydrocarbons from the 
formation 125 is enhanced. 

[0138] In an alternative embodiment, as illustrated in Fig. 12. a wellbore 
casing 1205 having one or more perforations 1210 is positioned within the wellbore 
lOSthattraversesthefomration 125. When the apparatus 130 is positioned wrthrn 
the wellbore 105, one or more of the perforated tubular members 145 of the 
apparatus 130 are radially expanded and plastically deformed into contact wrth the 
wellbore casing 1205 thereby compressing the surrounding formation 125. In this 



manner, the surrounding formation 125 is maintained in a state of compress.on 
thereby stabilizing the surrounding formation, reducing the flow of loose part.cles 
from the surrounding formation into the radial openings of the perforated tubular 
member 145. and enhancing the recovery of hydrocarbons from the surround.ng 
formation. 

[0139] In an alternative embodiment, a seismic source 1215 is positioned on 
a surface location to thereby impart seismic energy into the formation 125. In this 
manner, particles lodged in the radial openings in the perforated tubular member 
145 may be dislodged from the radial openings thereby enhancing the subsequent 
recovery of hydrocarbons from the formation 125. 

[0140] In an alternative embodiment, after the perforated tubular member 145 
has been radially expanded and plastically formed into contact wrth the wellbore 
casing 1205. thereby coupling the perforated tubular member 145 to the 
surrounding formation, an impulsive load is applied to the perforated tubular 
member The impulsive load may be applied to the perforated tubular member 145 
by applying the load to the end of the apparatus 130. The impulsive load is then 
transferred to the surrounding formation 125 thereby compacting and/or slurrifytng 
the surrounding formation. As a result, the recovery of hydrocarbons from the 
formation 125 is enhanced. 

[0141] Referring to Fig. 13,'in an alternative embodiment, one or more 
perforated tubular members 1305 are coupled to one of the perforated tubular 
members 145 by radially expanding and plastically deforming the perforated tubular 
member into engagement with the perforated tubular member in a conventional 
manner and/or using one or more of the radial expansion methods disclosed in one 
or more of the following: (1) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/454.139. attorney 
docket no. 25791.03.02. filed on 12/3/1999. (2) U.S. patent application serial no. 
09/510,913. attorney docket no. 25791.7.02. filed on 2/23/2000. (3) U.S. patent 
application serial no. 09/502,350, attorney docket no. 25791.8.02, filed on 
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2/10/2000, (4) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/440,338, attorney docket no. 
25791.9.02, filed on 1 1/15/1999, (5) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/523,460, 
attorney docket no. 25791.11.02, filed on 3/10/2000, (6) U.S. patent application 
serial no. 09/512,895, attorney docket no. 25791.12.02. filed on 2/24/2000, (7) U.S. 
patent application serial no. 09/511,941, attorney docket no. 25791.16.02, filed on 
2/24/2000, (8) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/588,946, attorney docket no. 
25791.17.02, filed on 6/7/2000, (9) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/559,122, 
attorney docket no. 25791.23.02, filed on 4/26/2000, (10) PCT patent application 
serial no. PCT/US00/1 8635, attorney docket no. 25791.25.02, filed on 7/9/2000, 
(11) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/162,671, attorney docket no. 
25791.27, filed on 11/1/1999, (12) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/154,047, attorney docket no. 25791.29, filed on 9/16/1999, (13) U.S. provisional 
patent application serial no. 60/159,082, attorney docket no. 25791.34, filed on 
10/12/1999, (14) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/159,039, attorney 
docket no. 25791.36, filed on 10/12/1999, (15) U.S. provisional patent application 
serial no. 60/159,033, attorney docket no. 25791.37, filed on 10/12/1999, (16) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/212,359, attorney docket no. 25791 .38, 
filed on 6/19/2000, (17) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/165,228, 
attorney docket no. 25791.39, filed on 11/12/1999, (18) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/221 ,443, attorney docket no. 25791 .45, filed on 7/28/2000, 
(19) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/221,645, attorney docket no. 
25791.46, filed on 7/28/2000, (20) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/233,638, attorney docket no. 25791.47, filed on 9/18/2000, (21 ) U.S. provisional 
patent application serial no. 60/237,334, attorney docket no. 25791.48, filed on 
10/2/2000, (22) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/270,007, attorney 
docket no. 25791.50, filed on 2/20/2001; (23) U.S. provisional patent application 
serial no. 60/262,434, attorney docket no. 25791.51, filed on 1/17/2001; (24) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/259,486, attorney docket no. 25791 .52, 
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filed on 1/3/2001; (25) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/303,740, 
attorney docket no. 25791.61, filed on 7/6/2001; (26) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/313,453, attorney docket no. 25791.59, filed on 8/20/2001; 
(27) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/317,985, attorney docket no. 
25791.67. filed on 9/6/2001; (28) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/318,386, attorney docket no. 25791.67.02, filed on 9/10/2001; and (29) U.S. 
utility patent application serial no. 09/969,922, attorney docket no. 25791.69, filed 
on 10/3/2001, the disclosures of which are incorporated herein by reference. In 
this manner, the perforated tubular member 905 modifies the flow characteristics 
of the perforated tubular member 145 thereby permitting the operator of the 
apparatus 130 to modify the overall flow characteristics of the apparatus. 
[0142] In an alternative embodiment, as illustrated in Fig. 14, a one-way valve 
1405 such as, for example, a check valve fluidicly couples the interior of a pair of 
adjacent perforated tubular members, 145a and 145b, that extract hydrocarbons 
from corresponding subterranean zones A and B. In this manner, if zone B 
becomes depleted, hydrocarbons that are being extracted from zone A will not flow 
into the depleted zone B. 

[0143] In an alternative embodiment, as illustrated in Fig. 1 5, the apparatus 
1 30 is used to extract geothermal energy from a targeted subterranean geothermal 
zone 1505. In this manner, the operational efficiency of the extraction of 
geothermal energy is significantly enhanced due to the increased internal diameters 
of the various radially expanded elements of the apparatus 1 30 that permit greater 
volumetric flows. 

[0144] In an alternative embodiment, the perforated tubular members, 145, 
210, 212, 216, 218, and 1305 of the apparatus 130 may be cleaned by further radial 
expansion of the perforated tubular members. In an exemplary embodiment, the 
amount of further radial expansion required to clean the radial passages of the 
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■\ak om 917 216 218 and 1305 of the apparatus 
perforated tubular members 145, 210, 212, zie>, zio. ™ 

130 ranged from about 1% to 2%. 

[0145] An apparatus has been described .hat includes a zona. Mtfcn 
assembly including oneormore solid tubular members, each so.id tubular member 
including oneormore externa. seals, and one ormore perforated I tubular members 
coup,ed to the solid tubular members, and a shoe coupled to the zonal isolabon 
assembly. In an exemplary embodiment, the zona, isoiation assemb. y further 
includes one or more intermediate solid tubular members coupled to and 
i„ te rieavedamongmeperforatedtubularmembers.eaohin.emnediateso.id.ubular 

member induding one or more external seals. In an exemplary embodiment the 
zonal isolation assembly further includes one ormore valve members for control ng 
,he flow of fluidic materials between the tubular members. In an exemplary 
embodiment, one or more of the intermediate solid tubular members include one or 
more valve members. 

[0146] An apparatus has also been described that includes a zonal .solaton 
assembly that includes one or more primary solid tubulars. each primary sol,d 
tabular including one or more externa, annular seals, n perforated tubulars coupled 
,o the primary solid tubulars, and n-1 intermediate solid tubulars coupled to and 
interieavedamongtheperforatedtubulara.eachinten^diatesolidtubularincludng 

one or more external annular seals, and a shoe coupled to the zonal isolate 

assembly. . 
[01471 A method of isolating a first subterranean zone from a second 
subterranean zone in a wellbore has also been described that includes positing 
one or more primary solid tubulars wKhin the wellbore, the primary solid tubulars 
traversing the first subterranean zone, positioning one or more perforated tubulars 
within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing the second subterranean 
zone, fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the primary solid tubulars, and 
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preventing the passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone to the second 
subterranean zone within the wellbore external to the solid and perforated tubuiars. 
[0148] A method of extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone 
in a wellbore, at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, has also been 
described that includes positioning one or more primary solid tubuiars within the 
wellbore, fluidicly coupling the primary solid tubuiars with the casing, positioning one 
or more perforated tubuiars within the wellbore, the perforated tubuiars traversing 
the producing subterranean zone, fluidicly coupling the perforated tubuiars with the 
primary solid tubuiars, fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone from at 
least one other subterranean zone within the wellbore, and fluidicly coupling at least 
one of the perforated tubuiars with the producing subterranean zone. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the method further includes controllably fluidicly decoupling 
at least one of the perforated tubuiars from at least one other of the perforated 
tubuiars. 

[01 49] An apparatus has also been described that includes a subterranean 
formation including a wellbore, a zonal isolation assembly at least partially 
positioned within the wellbore that includes one or more solid tubular members, 
each solid tubular member including one or more external seals, and one or more 
perforated tubular members coupled to the solid tubular members, and a shoe 
positioned within the wellbore coupled to the zonal isolation assembly, wherein at 
least one of the solid tubular members and the perforated tubular members are 
formed by a radial expansion process performed within the wellbore. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the zonal isolation assembly further includes one or more 
intermediate solid tubular members coupled to and interleaved among the 
perforated tubular members, each intermediate solid tubular member including one 
or more external seals, wherein at least one of the solid tubular members, the 
perforated tubular members, and the intermediate solid tubular members are 
formed by a radial expansion process performed within the wellbore. In an 



exemplary embodiment, the zonal isolation assembly further comprises one or more 
valve members for controlling the flow of fluids between the solid tubular members 
and the perforated tubular members. In an exemplary embodiment one or more 
of the intermediate solid tubular members include one or more valve members for 
controlling the flow of fluids between the solid tubular members and the perforated 
tubular members. 

[0150] An apparatus has also been described that includes a subterranean 
formation including a wellbore, a zonal isolation assembly positioned within the 
wellbore that includes one or more primary solid tubulars, each primary solid tubular 
including one or more external annular seals, n perforated tubulars positioned 
coupled to the primary solid tubulars, and n-1 intermediate solid tubulars coupled 
to and interleaved among the perforated tubulars, each intermediate solid tubular 
including one or more external annular seals, and a shoe coupled to the zonal 
isolation assembly, wherein at least one of the primary solid tubulars, the perforated 
tubulars, and the intermediate solid tubulars are formed by a radial expansion 
process performed within the wellbore. 

[0151] A method of isolating a first subterranean zone from a second 
subterranean zone in a wellbore has also been described that includes positioning 
one or more primary solid tubulars within the wellbore, the primary solid tubulars 
traversing the first subterranean zone, positioning one or more perforated tubulars 
within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing the second subterranean 
zone, radially expanding at least one of the primary solid tubulars and perforated 
tubulars within the wellbore, fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the 
primary solid tubulars, and preventing the passage of fluids from the first 
subterranean zone to the second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to 
the primary solid tubulars and perforated tubulars. 

[01 52] A method of extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone 
in a wellbore, at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, has also been 



described that includes positioning one or more primary solid tubulars within the 
wellbore, positioning one or more perforated tubulars within the wellbore, the 
perforated tubulars traversing the producing subterranean zone, radially expanding 
at least one of the primary solid tubulars and the perforated tubulars within the 
wellbore, fluidicly coupling the primary solid tubulars with the casing, fluidicly 
coupling the perforated tubulars with the primary solid tubulars, fluidicly isolating the 
producing subterranean zone from at least one other subterranean zone within the 
wellbore, and fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars with the 
producing subterranean zone. In an exemplary embodiment, the method further 
includes controllably fluidicly decoupling at least one of the perforated tubulars from 
at least one other of the perforated tubulars. 

[0153] An apparatus has also been described that includes a subterranean 
formation including a wellbore, a zonal isolation assembly positioned within the 
wellbore that includes n solid tubular members positioned within the wellbore, each 
solid tubular member including one or more external seals, and n-1 perforated 
tubular members positioned within the wellbore coupled to and interleaved among 
the solid tubular members, and a shoe positioned within the wellbore coupled to the 
zonal isolation assembly. In an exemplary embodiment, the zonal isolation 
assembly further comprises one or more valve members for controlling the flow of 
fluids between the solid tubular members and the perforated tubular members. In 
an exemplary embodiment, one or more of the solid tubular members include one 
or morevalve members for controlling the flow of fluids between the solid tubular 
members and the perforated tubular members. 

[0154] A system for isolating a first subterranean zone from a second 
subterranean zone in a wellbore has also been described that includes means for 
positioning one or more primary solid tubulars within the wellbore, the primary solid 
tubulars traversing the first subterranean zone, means for positioning one or more 
perforated tubulars within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing the 

5* 



second subterranean zone, means forfluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and 
the primary solid tubulars, and means for preventing the passage of fluids from the 
first subterranean zone to the second subterranean zone within the wellbore 
external to the primary solid tubulars and the perforated tubulars. 
[0155] A system for extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone 
in a wellbore, at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, has also been 
described that includes means for positioning one or more primary solid tubulars 
within the wellbore, means for fluidicly coupling the primary solid tubulars with the 
casing, rrteans for positioning one or more perforated tubulars within the wellbore, 
the perforated tubulars traversing the producing subterranean zone, means for 
fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the primary solid tubulars, means for 
fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least one other 
subterranean zone within the wellbore, and means forfluidicly coupling at least one 
of the perforated tubulars with the producing subterranean zone. In an exemplary 
embodiment the system further includes means for controllably fluidicly decoupling 
at least one of the perforated tubulars from at least one other of the perforated 
tubulars. 

[0156] A system for isolating a first subterranean zone from a second 
subterranean zone in a wellbore has also been described that includes means for 
positioning one or more primary solid tubulars within the wellbore, the primary solid 
tubulars traversing the first subterranean zone, means for positioning one or more 
perforated tubulars within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing the 
second subterranean zone, means for radially expanding at least one of the primary 
solid tubulars and perforated tubulars within the wellbore, means for fluidicly 
coupling the perforated tubulars and the primary solid tubulars, and means for 
preventing the passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone to the second 
subterranean zone within the wellbore external to the primary solid tubulars and 
perforated tubulars. 
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[01 57] A system for extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone 
in a wellbore, at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, has also been 
described that includes means for positioning one or more primary solid tubulars 
within the wellbore, means for positioning one or more perforated tubulars within the 
wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing the producing subterranean zone, 
means for radially expanding at least one of the primary solid tubulars and the 
perforated tubulars within the wellbore, means for fluidicly coupling the primary solid 
tubulars with the casing, means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the 
solid tubulars, means for fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone from 
at least one other subterranean zone within the wellbore, and means for fluidicly 
coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars with the producing subterranean 
zone. In an exemplary embodiment, the system further includes means for 
controllably fluidicly decoupling at least one of the perforated tubulars from at least 
one other of the perforated tubulars. 

[0158] A system for isolating subterranean zones traversed by a wellbore has 
also been described that includes a tubular support member defining a first 
passage, a tubular expansion cone defining a second passage fluidicly coupled to 
the first passage coupled to an end of the tubular support member and comprising 
a tapered end, a tubular liner coupled to and supported by the tapered end of the 
tubular expansion cone, and a shoe defining a valveable passage coupled to an 
end of the tubular liner, wherein the tubular liner includes one or more expandable 
tubular members that each include a. tubular body comprising an intermediate 
portion and first and second expanded end portions coupled to opposing ends of 
the intermediate portion, and a sealing member coupled to the exterior surface of 
the intermediate portion, and 

one or more slotted tubular members coupled to the expandable tubular members, 
wherein the inside diameters of the other tubular members are greater than or equal 
to the outside diameter of the tubular expansion cone. In an exemplar/ 



embodiment, the wall thicknesses of the first and second expanded end portions 
are greater than the wall thickness of the intermediate portion. In an exemplary 
embodiment, each expandable tubular member further includes a first tubular 
transitionary member coupled between the first expanded end portion and the 
intermediate portion, and a second tubular transitionary member coupled between 
the second expanded end portion and the intermediate portion, wherein the angles 
of inclination of the first and second tubular transitionary members relative to the 
intermediate portion ranges from about 0 to 30 degrees. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the outside diameter of the intermediate portion ranges from about 75 
percent to about 98 percent of the outside diameters of the first and second 
expanded end portions. In an exemplary embodiment, the burst strength of the first 
and second expanded end portions is substantially equal to the burst strength of the 
intermediate tubular section. In an exemplary embodiment, the ratio of the inside 
diameters of the first and second expanded end portions to the interior diameter of 
the intermediate portion ranges from about 100 to 120 percent. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the relationship between the wall thicknesses t 1t t 2 , and t INT of the first 
expanded end portion, the second expanded end portion, and the intermediate 
portion, respectively, of the expandable tubular members, the inside diameters D 1f 
D 2 and D, NT of the first expanded end portion, the second expanded end portion, 
and the intermediate portion, respectively, of the expandable tubular members, and 
the inside diameter D welIbore of the wellbore casing that the expandable tubular 
member will be inserted into, and the outside diameter of the expansion cone 
that will be used to radially expand the expandable tubular member within the 
wellbore is given by the following expression: 

Dwellbore-2*t l > Z), -'zwr)* A»»r + t m*^wr\ 

wherein ^ = t^ and wherein D 1 = D 2 . In an exemplary embodiment the tapered end 
of the tubular expansion cone includes a plurality of adjacent discrete tapered 



sections. In an exemplary embodiment, the angle of attack of the adjacent discrete 
tapered sections increases in a continuous manner from one end of the tubular 
expansion cone to the opposite end of the tubular expansion cone. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the tapered end of the tubular expansion cone includes an paraboloid 
body. In an exemplary embodiment, the angle of attack of the outer surface of the 
paraboloid body increases in a continuous manner from one end of the paraboloid 
body to the opposite end of the paraboloid body. In an exemplary embodiment, the 
tubular liner comprises a plurality of expandable tubular members; and wherein the 
other tubular members are interleaved among the expandable tubular members. 
[01 59] A method of isolating subterranean zones traversed by a wellbore has 
also been described that includes positioning a tubular liner within the wellbore, and 
radially expanding one or more discrete portions of the tubular liner into 
engagement with the wellbore. In an exemplary embodiment, a plurality of discrete 
portions of the tubular liner are radially expanded into engagement with the 
wellbore. In an exemplary embodiment, the remaining portions of the tubular liner 
are not radially expanded. In an exemplary embodiment, one of the discrete 
portions of the tubular liner is radially expanded by injecting a fluidic material into 
the tubular liner; and wherein the remaining ones of the discrete portions of the 
tubular liner are radially expanded by pulling an expansion cone through the 
remaining ones of the discrete portions of the tubular liner. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the tubular liner comprises a plurality of tubular members; and wherein 
one or more of the tubular members are radially expanded into engagement with the 
wellbore and one or more of the tubular members are not radially expanded into 
engagement with the wellbore. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular members 
that are radially expanded into engagement with the wellbore comprise a portion 
that is radially expanded into engagement with the wellbore and a portion that is not 
radially expanded into engagement with the wellbore. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the tubular liner includes one or more expandable tubular members 



that each include a tubular body comprising an intermediate portion and first and 

second expanded end portions coupled to opposing ends of the intermediate 

portion, and a sealing member coupled to the exterior surface of the intermediate 
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portion, and one or more slotted tubular members coupled to the expandable 
tubular members, wherein the inside diameters of the slotted tubular members are 
greater than or equal to the maximum inside diameters of the expandable tubular 
members. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular liner includes a plurality of 
expandable tubular members; and wherein the slotted tubular members are 
interleaved among the expandable tubular members. 

[01 60] A system for isolating subterranean zones traversed by a wellbore has 
also been described that includes means for positioning a tubular liner within the 
wellbore, and means for radially expanding one or more discrete portions of the 
tubular liner into engagement with the wellbore. In an exemplary embodiment, a 
plurality of discrete portions of the tubular liner are radially expanded into 
engagement with the wellbore. In an exemplary embodiment, the remaining 
portions of the tubular liner are not radially expanded. In an exemplary 
embodiment, one discrete portion of the tubular liner is radially expanded by 
injecting a fluidic material into the tubular liner; and wherein the other discrete 
portions of the tubular liner are radially expanded by pulling an expansion cone 
through the other discrete portions of the tubular liner. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the tubular liner includes a plurality of tubular members; and wherein 
one or more of the tubular members are radially expanded into engagement with the 
wellbore and one or more of the tubular members are not radially expanded into 
engagement with the wellbore. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular members 
that are radially expanded into engagement with the wellbore include a portion that 
is radially expanded into engagement with the wellbore and a portion that is not 
radially expanded into engagement with the wellbore. 
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[0161] An apparatus for isolating subterranean zones has also been 

described that includes a subterranean formation defining a borehole, and a tubular 

liner positioned in and coupled to the borehole at one or more discrete locations. 

* 

In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular liner is coupled to the borehole at a 
plurality of discrete locations. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular liner is 
coupled to the borehole by a process that includes positioning the tubular liner 
within the borehole, and radially expanding one or more discrete portions of the 
tubular liner into engagement with the borehole. In an exemplary embodiment, a 
plurality of discrete portions of the tubular liner are radially expanded into 
engagement with the borehole. In an exemplary embodiment, the remaining 
portions of the tubular liner are not radially expanded. In an exemplary 
embodiment, one of the discrete portions of the tubular liner is radially expanded by 
injecting a fluidic material into the tubular liner; and wherein the other discrete 
portions of the tubular liner are radially expanded by pulling an expansion cone 
through the other discrete portions of the tubular liner. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the tubular liner comprises a plurality of tubular members; and wherein 
one or more of the tubular members are radially expanded into engagement with the 
borehole and one or more of the tubular members are not radially expanded into 
engagement with the borehole. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular members 
that are radially expanded into engagement with the borehole include a portion that 
is radially expanded into engagement with the borehole and a portion that is not 
radially expanded into engagement with the borehole. In an exemplary 
embodiment, prior to the radial expansion the tubular liner includes one or more 
expandable tubular members that each include a tubular body comprising an 
intermediate portion and first and second expanded end portions coupled to 
opposing ends of the intermediate portion, and a sealing member coupled to the 
exterior surface of the intermediate portion, and one or more slotted tubular 
members coupled to the expandable tubular members, wherein the inside 



diameters of the slotted tubular memhers are greater than or equal to the maximum 
inside diameters of the expandable tubular members. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the tubular liner includes a plurality of expandable tubular members; 
and wherein the slotted tubular members are interleaved among the expandable 
tubular members. 

[0162] An apparatus has been described that includes a zonal isolation 
assembly including: one or more solid tubular members, each solid tubular member 
including one or more external seals, one or more perforated tubular members 
coupled to the solid tubular members, one or more flow control valves operably 
coupled to the perforated tubular members for controlling the flow of f luidic materials 
through the perforated tubular members, one or more temperature sensors operably 
coupled to one or more of the perforated tubular members for monitoring the 
operating temperature within the perforated tubular members, one or more pressure 
sensors operably coupled to one or more of the perforated tubular members for 
monitoring the operating pressure within the perforated tubular members, and one 
or more flow sensors operably coupled to one or more of the perforated tubular 
members for monitoring the operating flow rate within the perforated tubular 
members, a shoe coupled to the zonal isolation assembly, and a controller operably 
coupled to the flow control valves, the temperature sensors, the pressure sensors, 
and the flow sensors for monitoring the temperature, pressure and flow sensors and 
controlling the operation of the flow control valves. At least one of the solid tubular 
members and the perforated tubular members are formed by a radial expansion 
process performed within the wellbore. 

[0163] A method of isolating a first subterranean zone from a second 
subterranean zone in a wellbore has also been described that includes positioning 
one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, the solid tubulars traversing the first 
subterranean zone, positioning one or more perforated tubulars within the wellbore, 
the perforated tubulars traversing the second subterranean zone, radially expanding 
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at least one of the primary solid tubuiars and perforated tubulars within the wellbore, 
fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars, preventing the 
passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone to the second subterranean zone 
within the wellbore external to the solid tubulars and perforated tubulars, monitoring 
the operating temperatures, pressures, and flow rates within one or more of the 
perforated tubulars, and controlling the flow of fluidic materials through the 
perforated tubulars as a function of the monitored operating temperatures, 
pressures, and flow rates. 

[0164] A method of extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone 
in a wellbore, at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, has also been 
described that includes positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, 
positioning one or more perforated tubulars within the wellbore, the perforated 
tubulars traversing the producing subterranean zone, radially expanding at least one 
of the solid tubulars and the perforated tubulars within the wellbore, fluidicly 
coupling the solid tubulars with the casing, fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars 
with the solid tubulars, fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone from at 
least one other subterranean zone within the wellbore, fluidicly coupling at least one 
of the perforated tubulars with the producing subterranean zone, monitoring the 
operating temperatures, pressures, and flow rates within one or more of the 
perforated tubulars, and controlling the flow of fluidic materials through the 
perforated tubulars as a function of the monitored operating temperatures, 
pressures, and flow rates. 

[0165] A system for isolating a first subterranean zone from a second 
subterranean zone in a wellbore has also been described that includes means for 
positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, the solid tubulars 
traversing the first subterranean zone, means for positioning one or more perforated 
tubulars within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing the second 
subterranean zone, means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars 



and perforated tubulars within the wellbore, means for fluidicly coupling the 

perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars, means for preventing the passage of 

fluids from the first subterranean zone to the second subterranean zone within the 
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wellbore external to the solid tubulars and perforated tubulars, means for monitoring 
the operating temperatures, pressures, and flow rates within one or more of the 
perforated tubulars, and means for controlling the flow of fluidic materials through 
the perforated tubulars as a function of the monitored operating temperatures, 
pressures, and flow rates. 

[0166] A system for extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone 
in a wellbore, at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, has also been 
described that includes means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the 
wellbore, means for positioning one or more perforated tubulars within the wellbore, 
the perforated tubulars traversing the producing subterranean zone, means for 
radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated tubulars 
within the wellbore, means for fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing, 
means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars, means 
for fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least one other 
subterranean zone within the wellbore, means for fluidicly coupling at least one of 
the perforated tubulars with the producing subterranean zone, means for monitoring 
the operating temperatures, pressures, and flow rates within one or more of the 
perforated tubulars, and means for controlling the flow of fluidic materials through 
the perforated tubulars as a function of the monitored operating temperatures, 
pressures, and flow rates. 

[01 67] An apparatus has also been described that includes a zonal isolation 
assembly including: one or more solid tubular members, each solid tubular member 
including one or more external seals, one or more perforated tubular members each 
including radial passages coupled to the solid tubular members, and one or more 
solid tubular liners coupled to the interior surfaces of one or more of the perforated 
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tubular members for sealing at least some of the radial passages of the perforated 
tubular members, and a shoe coupled to the zonal isolation assembly. At least one 
of the solid tubular members and the perforated tubular members are formed by a 
radial expansion process performed within the wellbore, and the solid tubular liners 
are formed by a radial expansion process performed within the wellbore. 
[0168] A method of isolating a first subterranean zone from a second 
subterranean zone in a wellbore has also been described that includes positioning 
one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, the solid tubulars traversing the first 
subterranean zone, positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one 
or more radial passages within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing the 
second subterranean zone, radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and 
perforated tubulars within the wellbore, fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and 
the primary solid tubulars, preventing the passage of fluids from the first 
subterranean zone to the second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to 
the primary solid tubulars and perforated tubulars, positioning one or more solid 
tubular liners within the interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars, and 
radially expanding and plastically deforming the solid tubular liners within the interior 
of one or more of the perforated tubulars to fluidicly seal at least some of the radial 
passages of the perforated tubulars. 

[01 69] A method of extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone 
in a wellbore, at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, has also been 
described that includes positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, 
positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one or more radial 
passages within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing the producing 
subterranean zone, radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the 
perforated tubulars within the wellbore, fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the 
casing, fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars, fluidicly 
isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least one other subterranean 



zone within the wellbore. ftuidicly coupling a. least one of the perforated tubulars 
with the producing subterranean zone, posting one or more solid tubular Irners 
within the interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars. and radially expanding 
and plastically deforming the solid tubular liners within the interior of one or more 
oftheperforatedtubutarstofluidiclysealatleastsomeoftheradialpassagesofthe 

perforated tubulars. 

r0170l A system for isolating a first subterranean zone from a second 
subterranean zone in a wellbore has also been described that inctudes means for 
posting one or more solid tubufcrs w«h,n the wellbore. the solid tubuMrs 
traversingmefiratsubterraneanzone.meansfor P ositioningoneormoreperforated 

tubulars each including one or more radial passages within the wellbore the 
perforated tubulars traversing the second subterranean zone, means for radially 
expanding at .east one of the sold tubulars and perforated tubulars within the 
wellbore. means for fluidrcly coupling the perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars. 
rr^ans for preventing the passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone to the 
second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to the primary solid tubulars 
and perforated tubulars. meansforpositioningoneormore solid tabular liners wrthin 
the interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars. and means for radially 
expanding and plastically deforming the solid tubular liners within theinterior of one 
or more of the perforated tubulars to fWidy seal at least some of the radial 
passages of the perforated tubulars. 

t 0171] According to another aspect of the present invention, a system for 
extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone in a wellbore. at least a 
portion of the wellbore including a casing, has also been described that includes 
means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore. means for 
positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one or more radial 
passages within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing the producing 
subterranean zone, means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars 



and the perforated tubulars within the wellbore, means for fluidicly coupling the solid 
tubulars with the casing, means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the 
solid tubulars, means for fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone from 
at least one other subterranean zone within the wellbore, means for fluidicly 
coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars with the producing subterranean 
zone, means for positioning one or more solid tubular liners within the interior of one 
or more of the perforated tubulars, and 

means for radially expanding and plastically deforming the solid tubular liners within 
the interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars to fluidicly seal at least some 
of the radial passages of the perforated tubulars. 

[0172] An apparatus has also been described that includes a zonal isolation 
assembly including: one or more solid tubular members, each solid tubular member 
including one or more external seals, one or more perforated tubular members each 
including radial passages coupled to the solid tubular members, and a sealing 
material coupled to at least some of the perforated tubular members for sealing at 
least some of the radial passages of the perforated tubular members, and a shoe 
coupled to the zonal isolation assembly. 

[0173] A method of isolating a first subterranean zone from a second 
subterranean zone in a wellbore has also been described that includes positioning 
one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, the solid tubulars traversing the first 
subterranean zone, positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one 
or more radial passages within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing the 
second subterranean zone, radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and 
perforated tubulars within the wellbore. fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and 
the primary solid tubulars, preventing the passage of fluids from the first 
subterranean zone to the second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to 
the primary solid tubulars and perforated tubulars, sealing off an annular region 
within at least one of the perforated tubulars, and injecting a hardenable fluidic 



sealing material into the sealed annular regions of the perforated lobulars to seel 
off at least some of the radial passages of the perforated tubulars. 
[0174] A method of extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone 
in a wellbore. at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, has also been 
described that includes positioning one or more solid fubulars within the wellbore 
positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one or more radial 
passages within the wellbore. the perforated tubulars traversing the producng 
subterranean zone, radially expanding at teas, one of the solid tubulars and the 
perforated tubulars within the wellbore. fttt* coupling the solid tubulars wrth the 
casing, fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars. fluidicly 
mating the producing subterranean zone from a. leas, one other subterranean 
zone wMn the weilbore, fluidicly coupling a, least one of the perforated tubulars 
with the producing subterranean zone, sealing off an annufcr region within at leas, 
one of me perforated tubulars. and injecting a hardenable fluidic sealing matenal 
into the sealed annular regions of the perforated tubulars to seal off a, leas, some 
of the radial passages of the perforated tubulars. 

[01751 A system for isolating a firs, subterranean zone from a second 
subterranean zone in a wellbore has also been described ,ha, includes means for 
positioning one or more solid tubulars wimin me wellbore. the solid Uufcn. 
traversinglhef.rstsubterranean zone, means for posifloning one or more perforated 
tubulars each including one or more radial passages within the wellbore the 
perforated tubulars traversing the second subterranean zone, means for radraHy 
expanding at teas, one of the solid tubulars and perforated tubulars within the 
wellbore, means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars. 
means for preventing the passage of fluids from the firs, subterranean zone to the 
second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to the primary sold tubulars 
and perforated tubulars. means for sealing off an annular region within at leas, one 
o, the perforated tubulars. and means for injecfing a hardenable fluidic sealing 
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material into the sealed annular regions of the perforated tubulars to seal off at least 
some of the radial passages of the perforated tubulars. 

[0176] A system for extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone 
in a wellbore, at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, has also been 
described that includes means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the 
wellbore. means for positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one 
or more radial passages within the wellbore. the perforated tubulars traversing the 
producing subterranean zone, means for radially expanding at least one of the solid 
tubulars and the perforated tubulars within the wellbore. means for fluidicly coupling 
the solid tubulars with the casing, means for fluidicly coupling the perforated 
tubulars with the solid tubulars. means for fluidicly isolating the producing 
subterranean zone from at least one other subterranean zone within the wellbore. 

means for fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars with the 
producing subterranean zone, means for sealing off an annular region within at least 
one of the perforated tubulars, and means for injecting a hardenable fluidic sealing 
material into the sealed annular regions of the perforated tubulars to seal off at least 
some of the radial passages of the perforated tubulars. 

[0177] An apparatus has also been described that includes a zonal isolation 
assembly positioned within a wellbore that traverses a subterranean formation 
including: one or more solid tubular members, each solid tubular member including 
one or more external seals, one or more perforated tubular members coupled to the 
solid tubular members, and a shoe coupled to the zonal isolation assembly. At least 
one of the solid tubular members and the perforated tubular members are formed 
by a radial expansion process performed within the wellbore. and at least one of the 
perforated tubular members are radially expanded into intimate contact with the 
subterranean formation. In an exemplary embodiment, the perforated tubular 
members that are radially expanded into intimate contact with the subterranean 
formation compress the subterranean formation. 
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MTH A method of isolating a flrs, subterranean zone from a second 
LbteLean zone in a wellbore has atso heen described .ha, includes posting 

Lrraneanzone.pos.oningoneormoreperfora.ed.ubularsw^nthewe^e 
ch Luding one or more radia, passages. the perforata tubutars traverstng , e 
o d subterranean zone, radial* expanding at teas, one of the pnmary so.,d 
Zlandperfora.ed.ubutarswMtin.hewe.tbore.radia^expandinga.ieas.one 

S coupling fte perfora,ed tubulars and the sotid .ubulars. and prevent the 

Lin «» weltbore externa, ,o ,he solid tubulars and perforated ubulars n an 
Impiety embodiment ,he P erfora,ed tubulars ,ha, are radiaily expanded n 
nil comae, with ,he second subterranean zone compress he second 
bterranean zone. In an exemplary embodiment ,he method further ,n.ude 
vibrating ,he second subterranean zone ,o increase ,he rate of rec^y of 
hydrocarbons from ft. second subterranean zone. In an exemplary emb d me * 
the method further includes vibra«ng ,he second subterranean zone ,o clean fte 
ra dia, passages o, fte perforated tubulate ma, are radi* expanded ,n,o ,n mm 
con tatf wKh the second subterranean zone. In an exemplary embody nt, me 
me ,hod further inctudes applying an impulse load ,o the perforated tubulate* 
are radi* expanded into intimate contact with the second subterranean zone to 
increase the rate of recovery of hydrocarbons from «>e second subterranean zone. 
[0179] A method of extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone 
in a wellbore, a. least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, has also been 
described that includes posting one or more so,* tubulars withtn the we.,bo^ 
posi«oning one or mote perforated tubulate within the wellbo* each tnclud^ , one 
or more radia. passages, the perforated tubutars traversing the producng 
subterranean zone, radial* expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the 
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perforated tubulars within the wellbore, radially expanding at least one of the 
perforated tubulars into intimate contact with the producing subterranean zone, 
fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing, flukUdy coupling the perforated 
tubulars with the solid tubulars, fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone 
from at least one other subterranean zone within the wellbore, and fluidicly coupling 
at least one of the perforated tubulars with the producing subterranean zone. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the perforated tubulars that are radially expanded into 
intimate contact with the producing subterranean zone compress the producing 
subterranean zone. In an exemplary embodiment, the method further includes 
vibrating the producing subterranean zone to increase the rate of recovery of 
hydrocarbons from the producing subterranean zone. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the method further includes vibrating the producing subterranean zone 
to clean the radial passages of the perforated tubulars that are radially expanded 
into intimate contact with the producing subterranean zone. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the method further includes applying an impulsive load to the 
perforated tubulars that are radially expanded into intimate contact with the 
producing subterranean zone to increase the rate of recovery of hydrocarbons from 
the producing subterranean zone. 

[0180] A system for isolating a first subterranean zone from a second 
subterranean zone in a wellbore has also been described that includes means for 
positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, the solid tubulars 
traversing the first subterranean zone, means for positioning one or more perforated 
tubulars within the wellbore each including one or more radial passages, the 
perforated tubulars traversing the second subterranean zone, means for radially 
expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and perforated tubulars within the 
wellbore, means for radially expanding at least one of the perforated tubulars into 
intimate contact with the second subterranean zone, means for fluidicly coupling the 
perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars, and means for preventing the passage 
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of fluids from the first subterranean zone to the second subterranean zone wrthm 
the wellbore external to the solid tubulars and perforated tubulars. In an exemplary 
embodiment, me means for radially expanding at least one of the perforated 
tubulars into intimate contactwiththe second subterranean zonecompnses means 
for compressing the second subterranean zone. In an exemplary embodiment, the 
system further includes means for vibrating the second subterranean zone to 
increase the rate of recovery of hydrocarbons from the second subterranean zone. 
,n an exemplary embodiment, the system further includes means for vibrating the 
second subterranean zone to clean the radial passages of the perforated tubulars 
that are radially expanded into intimate contact with f he second subterranean zone, 
in an exemplary embodiment, the system further includes means for applymg an 
impulsive load to the perforated tubulars that are radially expanded into inhmate 
contact with the second subterranean zone to increase the rate of recover/ of 
hydrocarbons from the second subterranean zone. 

PM81] Asystemforextraotingmaterklsfromaproducingsubterraneanzone 
in a wellbore, at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, has also been 
described that includes means for positioning one or more solid tubu,ars within the 
wellbore.meansfor positioning one or more perforated tubulars within the wellbore 
each including one or more radial openings, the perforated tubulars traversing the 
producingsubterraneanzone.mean'sfor radially expanding atleastone of thesoUd 
tubulars and the perforated tubulars vrfthin the wellbore, means for radral* 
expanding a. least one of the perforated tubulars into intimate contact wrth the 
produdngsubtenaneanzone,meansforfluidio^up,ing.heso,id«ubu,arsw.me 

casing, means for fluididy coupling the perforated tubulars with the sofid tubulars, 
meansforfluidiclyisolating the producing subterranean zonefrom atleastone other 
subterranean zone within thewellbore, and means for fluidicly coupling atleastone 
of the perforated tubulars with the producing subterranean zone. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the means for radially expanding at leas, one of the perforated 
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tubulars into intimate contact with the producing subterranean zone comprises 
means for compressing the producing subterranean zone. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the system further includes means for vibrating the producing 
subterranean zone to increase the rate of recovery of hydrocarbons from the 
producing subterranean zone. In an exemplary embodiment, the system further 
includes means for vibrating the producing subterranean zone to clean the radial 
passages of the perforated tubulars that are radially expanded into intimate contact 
with the producing subterranean zone. In an exemplary embodiment, the system 
further includes means for applying an impulsive load to the perforated tubulars that 
are radially expanded into intimate contact with the producing subterranean zone 
to increase the rate of recovery of hydrocarbons from the producing subterranean 
zone. 

[01 82] An apparatus has also been described that includes a zonal isolation 
assembly positioned within a wellbore that traverses a subterranean formation and 
includes a perforated wellbore casing, including: one or more solid tubular 
members, each solid tubular member including one or more external seals, one or 
more perforated tubular members coupled to the solid tubular members, and a shoe 
coupled to the zonal isolation assembly. At least one of the solid tubular members 
and the perforated tubular members are formed by a radial expansion process 
performed within the wellbore, and at least one of the perforated tubular members 
are radially expanded into intimate contact with the perforated wellbore casing. In 
an exemplary embodiment, the perforated tubular members that are radially 
expanded into intimate contact with the perforated casing compress the 
subterranean formation. 

[0183] A method of isolating a first subterranean zone from a second 
subterranean zone in a wellbore that includes a perforated casing that traverses the 
second subterranean zone, has also been described that includes positioning one 
or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, the solid tubulars traversing the first 



subterranean zone, positioning oneormore perforated tubulars within the wellbore 
each including one or more radial passages, the perforated tubulars traversing the 
second subterranean zone, radially expanding at least gne of the primary sohd 
tubulars and perforated tubulars within the wellbore, radially expanding at least one 
of the perforated tubulars into intimate contact with the perforated casing, lk.dc* 
coupling the perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars. and preventing the passage 
of fluids from the flrst subterranean zone to the second subterranean zone wrthrn 
thewellboreexternaltothesolidtubularsandperforatedtubulars. Inanexemplary 
embodiment, the perforated tubulars that are radially expanded into intimate contact 
with the perforated casing compress the second subterranean zone. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the method further includes vibrating the second 
subterranean zone to increase the rate of recovery of hydrocarbons from he 
second subterranean zone. In an exempt embodiment, the method further 
includesvibratingthesecond subterranean zone to dean the radial passages of flte 
perforated tubulars that are radially expanded into intimate contact wrth he 
perforated casing. In an exemplary embodiment, the method further includes 
app^ing an impulsive load to the perforated tubulars that are radiaily expanded Ho 
intimate contact with the perforated casing to increase the rate of recovery of 
hydrocarbons from the second subterranean zone. 

,0184] Amethodofextractingmaterialsfromaproducingsubterraneanzone 
in a wellbore, at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing and a perforated 
casing that traverses the producing subterranean zone, has also been descnbed 
mat includes positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, posfomng 
one or more perforated tubulars wflhin the wellbore each including one or more 
radial passages, the perforated tubulars traversing the producing subterranean 
zone, radiafly expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated 
tubulars within the wellbore, radially expanding at least one of the perforated 
tubulars into intimate contact with the perforated casing, fluidicly coupling the solrd 



tubulars with the casing, fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid 
tubulars, fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least one other 
subterranean zone within the weilbore, and fluidicly coupling at least one of the 
perforated tubulars with the producing subterranean zone. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the perforated tubulars thatare radially expanded into intimate contact 
with the perforated casing compress the producing subterranean zone. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the method further includes vibrating the producing 
subterranean zone to increase the rate of recovery of hydrocarbons from the 
producing subterranean zone. In an exemplary embodiment, the method further 
includes vibrating the producing subterranean zone to clean the radial passages of 
the perforated tubulars that are radially expanded into intimate contact with the 
perforated casing. In an exemplary embodiment, the method further includes 
applying an impulsive load to the perforated tubulars that are radially expanded into 
intimate contact with the perforated tubulars to increase the rate of recovery of 
hydrocarbons from the producing subterranean zone. 

[0185] A system for isolating a first subterranean zone from a second 
subterranean zone in a weilbore that includes a perforated casing that traverses the 
second subterranean zone, has also been described that includes means for 
positioning one or more solid tubulars within the weilbore, the solid tubulars 
traversing the first subterranean zone, means for positioning one or more perforated 
tubulars within the weilbore each including one or more radial passages, the 
perforated tubulars traversing the second subterranean zone, means for radially 
expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and perforated tubulars within the 
weilbore, means for radially expanding at least one of the perforated tubulars into 
intimate contact with the perforated casing, means for fluidicly coupling the 
perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars, and means for preventing the passage 
of fluids from the first subterranean zone to the second subterranean zone within 
the weilbore external to the solid tubulars and perforated tubulars. In an exemplary 
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embodiment, the means for radially expanding at least one of the perforated 
tubulars into intimate contact with the perforated casing comprises means for 
compressing the second subterranean zone. In an exemplary embodiment, the 
system further includes means for vibrating the second subterranean zone to 
increase the rate of recovery of hydrocarbons from the second subterranean zone. 
In an exemplary embodiment, the system further includes means for vibrating the 
second subterranean zone to clean the radial passages of the perforated tubulars 
that are radially expanded into intimate contact with the perforated casing. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the system further includes means for applying an 
impulsive load to the perforated tubulars that are radially expanded into intimate 
contact with the perforated casing to increase the rate of recovery of hydrocarbons 
from the second subterranean zone. 

[01 86] A system for extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone 
in a wellbore, at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing and a perforated 
casing that traverses the producing subterranean zone, has also been described 
that includes means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, 
means for positioning one or more perforated tubulars within the wellbore each 
including one or more radial openings, the perforated tubulars traversing the 
producing subterranean zone, means for radially expanding at least one of the solid 
tubulars and the perforated tubulars within the wellbore, means for radially 
expanding at least one of the perforated tubulars into intimate contact with the 
perforated casing, means for fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing, 
means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars, means 
for fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least one other 
subterranean zone within the wellbore, and means for fluidicly coupling at least one 
of the perforated tubulars with the producing subterranean zone. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the means for radially expanding at least one of the perforated 
tubulars into intimate contact with the perforated casing comprises means for 



compressing the producing subterranean zone. In an exemplary embodiment, the 
further includes means for vibrating the producing subterranean zone to increase 
the rate of recovery of hydrocarbons from the producing. subterranean zone. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the system further includes means for vibrating the 
producing subterranean zone to clean the radial passages of the perforated tubulars 
that are radially expanded into intimate contact with the perforated casing. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the system further includes means for applying an 
impulsive load to the perforated tubulars that are radially expanded into intimate 
contact with the perforated casing to increase the rate of recovery of hydrocarbons 
from the producing subterranean zone. 

[01 87] An apparatus has also been described that includes a zonal isolation 
assembly including: one or more solid tubular members, each solid tubular member 
including one or more external seals, one or more perforated tubular members each 
including radial passages coupled to the solid tubular members, and one or more 
perforated tubular liners each including one or more radial passages coupled to the 
interior surfaces of one or more of the perforated tubular members, and a shoe 
coupled to the zonal isolation assembly. At least one of the solid tubular members 
and the perforated tubular members are formed by a radial expansion process 
performed within the wellbore, and the perforated tubular liners are formed by a 
radial expansion process performed within the wellbore. 

[0188] A method of isolating a first subterranean zone from a second 
subterranean zone in a wellbore has also been described that includes positioning 
one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, the solid tubulars traversing the first 
subterranean zone, positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one 
or more radial passages within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing the 
second subterranean zone, radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and 
perforated tubulars within the wellbore, fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and 
the primary solid tubulars, preventing the passage of fluids from the first 



sub.erraneanzonetotH^econdsub.erranaan.onewnWn.he^lboreex.ern^ 
.he primary solid tubulars and perforated ,ubu,ars. positioning one or more 
rnLiallya.pandingandpiasUoallydafon.ingttreparfora.ad.ubuiarirnersw.thrn 
the interior of one or more of the perforated tubuiars. 

,0189] A method of extracting materialsfrom a producing subterranean zone 
n a wellbore at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, has also been 

positioning one or more perfo ra ,ed .ubulars each inoiuding one or m ^ 
passages wflhin the weiibore. me perforated tubuiars traversing *e produc„g 
LJanean zone, radiaiiy expanding a, leas, one of the solid tubuiars and *e 
perforated tubuiars within the wellbore, fluid** coupling the solid tubuiars wflh the 
£T«** coupling me parforated .ubuiars wflh the solid tubula*. flurdrc, 
Ilg the pLucing subterranean zone from a. leas, ona other sub erranean 
CI* L wellbora, fluidicly coupling a, .as, one of the 
* the producing subterranean zone, positioning one or more perforated ^b la 
llnars wL the interior of one or more of the parforated tubuiars, and radrally 

of one or more of the perforated tubuiars. 

[0190] A system for isolating a first subterranean zone from a second 

LbJranean zone in a weiibore has also been described ,ha, ^ ^ 

posing one or more solid .ubulars within the welibora, the solrd — 

LersirH.thefirs.subferraneanzone^^ 

^lars each including one or mora radia, passages wflhin the 

perforated tubuiars .reversing the second subterranean zone, means for radra^ 

Lpanding a, .as, one of ,ha sol. .ubulars and perforafcd filers w* »e 

means for prevenfing ,he passage of fluids from me firs, subterranean zone ,o ,ha 



second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to the primary solid tubulars 
and perforated tubulars, means for positioning one or more perforated tubular liners 
within the interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars, and means for radially 
expanding and plastically deforming the perforated tubular liners within the interior 
of one or more of the perforated tubulars. 

[0191] A system for extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone 
in a wellbore, at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, has also been 
described that includes means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the 
wellbore, means for positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one 
or more radial passages within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing the 
producing subterranean zone, means for radially expanding at least one of the solid 
tubulars and the perforated tubulars within the wellbore, means for fluidicly coupling 
the solid tubulars with the casing, means for fluidicly coupling the perforated 
tubulars with the solid tubulars, means for fluidicly isolating the producing 
subterranean zone from at least one other subterranean zone within the wellbore, 
means for fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars with the 
producing subterranean zone, means for positioning one or more perforated tubular 
liners within the interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars, and means for 
radially expanding and plastically deforming the perforated tubular liners within the 
interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars. 

[01 92] An apparatus has also been described that includes a zonal isolation 
assembly including: one or more solid tubular members, each solid tubular member 
including one or more external seals, two or more perforated tubular members each 
including radial passages coupled to the solid tubular members, and one or more 
one-way valves for controllably fluidicly coupling the perforated tubular members, 
and a shoe coupled to the zonal isolation assembly. At least one of the solid tubular 
members and the perforated tubular members are formed by a radial expansion 
process performed within the wellbore. 
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,01931 A method of isolating a firs, subterranean zone from a second 
ubterraneanzonehavingapluralityofproduoingzonesinawellborehasaisobeen 

described that includes positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore. 
the solid tubulars traversing the first subterranean zone, positioning two or more 
perforated tubulars each including one or more radial passages wimin. he wellbore, 
Lperforatedtubuiarstraversi^^se^ndsub.erraneanzone.radiallyexpanding 
atLoneofthesoiidtubu^andperforatedtubularswithinthewellborefluididy 

coupling the perforated tubulars and the primary solid tubulars, preventrng the 
passageoffluidsfromtheflrstsubterraneanzonetothesecondsubterraneanzone 

Lin the wellbore externa, to the primary solid tubulars and perforated tubu ars 
and preventing fluids from passing from one of the producing zones that has no. 
been depleted to one of the producing zones that has been depleted. 

,01941 A method of extracting materials from a wellbore having a pluraMy of 
pacing subterranean zones, a, least a potion of the wetlbore including a casing, 
L also been described <ba. indudes positioning one o, more soiid tubuiara wnhrn 
the wellbore, positioning Iwo or mo,e perforated tubuiara each including one or 
.ore radia, passages w«hin the weiibora. the perforated tubuiara traveramg *e 
P ,oducing subterranean zones, radially expanding at leas, one of the solid tubulars 
ale perforated .ubulars within thewellbore, fluidicly coupling the sofld tubu a. 
wtth the casing, fluid** coupiing me perforated tubu.rs with ft. so„d 
fluidicly isolating .he producing subterranean zone from a* least one ofte 
subterranean zone within the weflbore, fluidioly coupling at leas, of the 
perforated tubulars with the producing subterranean zone, preventing fluids from 
passing from one of the producing zones «ha. has no, been depleted to one of the 
producing zones that has been depleted. 

,0195] A system for isolating a first subterranean zone from a second 
sub t en.neanzonehavingaplu ra i^ofprodudngzone,inawel.bore h a S alsobeen 

described thai includes means for positioning one or more solid tubulars with,n the 

%l F _ — 



welibore, the solid tubulars traversing the first subterranean zone, means for 
positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one or more radial 
passages within the welibore, the perforated tubulars .traversing the second 
subterranean zone, means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars 
and perforated tubulars within the welibore, means for fluidicly coupling the 
perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars, means for preventing the passage of 
fluids from the first subterranean zone to the second subterranean zone within the 
welibore external to the primary solid tubulars and perforated tubulars, means for 
positioning one or more perforated tubular liners within the interior of one or more 
of the perforated tubulars, and means for preventing fluids from passing from one 
of the producing zones that has not been depleted to one of the producing zones 
that has been depleted. 

[0196] A system for extracting materials from a plurality of producing 
subterranean zones in a welibore, at least a portion of the welibore including a 
casing, has also been described that includes means for positioning one or more 
solid tubulars within the welibore, means for positioning one or more perforated 
tubulars each including one or more radial passages within the welibore, the 
perforated tubulars traversing the producing subterranean zones, means for radially 
expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated tubulars within the 
welibore, means for fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing, means for 
fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars, means for fluidicly 
isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least one other subterranean 
zone within the welibore, meansforfluidicly coupling atleast one of the perforated 
tubulars with the producing subterranean zone, means for positioning one or more 
perforated tubular liners within the interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars, 
and means for preventing fluids from passing from one of the producing zones that 
has not been depleted to one of the producing zones that has been depleted. 



mm An apparatus for extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean 
formation containing a source of geotherma, energy has a.so been described that 
incudes a zona, isoiation assembly positioned wfthin the subterranean formabon 
including: one or more solid tubular members, each solid tubular member including 
oneormoreex.ema,sea,s.oneor m oreperfora.edtubu b r members eachinduding 

radial passages coupled to the solid tubular members, and one or more perforated 
tuD ular liners each including one or more radial passages coupled to the in enor 
surfaces of one or more of the perforated tubular members, and a shoe coupled to 
the zonal isolation assembly. At least one of the solid tubular members and the 
parforated tubular members are formed by a radial expansion process performed 

within the wellbore. rflmn , 
[0198 , A method of isolating a first subterranean zone from a second 
subterranean zone including a source of geotharmal energy in a welibore has a so 
b een described that indudes posting one or more solid 
wellbore, the so.id tubulars traversing the first subterranean zone, positioning one 
or more perforated tubulars each induding one or more radial passages 
wellbore, the penned tubulars traversing the second subterranean ****** 
expanding a, .as, one of the solid tubuiars and perforated tubula^h fte 
wellbore. Audio., coupling the perforated tubufcrs and the pnmaiy o, 
preventing the passage of fluids from the flrs, subterranean zone tc , ft second 
ubterranean zone w*hin the wellbore externa, to the primary so id tubulars and 
perforated tubulars. posting one or more perforated tubuiar liners with, the 
interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars, and radiafly expanding and 
plastically deforming the perforated tubular tiners within the interior of one or more 

of the perforated tubulars. ™ OQ „ 
(0199 , A method of extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean 
geothermal zone in a wellbore, at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, 
nasi been described** includes posting one or more solid tubulars withm 
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the wellbore, positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one or 
more radial passages within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing the 
subterranean geothermal zone, radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars 
and the perforated tubulars within the wellbore, fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars 
with the casing, fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars, 
fluidicly isolating the subterranean geothermal zone from at least one other 
subterranean zone within the wellbore, and fluidicly coupling at least one of the 
perforated tubulars with the subterranean geothermal zone. 
[0200] A system for isolating a first subterranean zone from a second 
geothermal subterranean zone in a wellbore has also been described that includes 
means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, the solid 
tubulars traversing the first subterranean zone, means for positioning one or more 
perforated tubu lars each including one or more radial passages within the wellbore, 
the perforated tubulars traversing the second geothermal subterranean zone, 
means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and perforated 
tubulars within the wellbore, means forfluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and 
the solid tubulars, and means for preventing the passage of fluids from the first 
subterranean zone to the second geothermal subterranean zone within the wellbore 
external to the primary solid tubulars and perforated tubulars. 
[0201] A system for extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean 
geothermal zone in a wellbore, at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, 
has also been described that includes means for positioning one or more solid 
tubulars within the wellbore, means for positioning one or more perforated tubulars 
each including one or more radial passages within the wellbore, the perforated 
tubulars traversing the subterranean geothermal zone, meansfor radially expanding 
at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated tubulars within the wellbore. 
means for fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing, means for fluidicly 
coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars, means for fluidicly isolating 



thesubterraneangeothermalzonefrom at least one other subterranean zone within 
the wellbore. and means for fluididy coupling at least one of the perforated lobulars 
with the subterranean geothermal zone. 

[0202] An apparatus has also been described that includes a zonal isolation 
assembly including: one ormore solid tubular members.each solid tubularmember 
includingoneormoreexternalseals.oneormore perforated tubular members each 
including one or more radial passages coupted to the solid tubular members, and 
a shoe coupled to the zonal isolation assembly. At least one of the solid tubular 
members and the perforated tubular members are formed by a radial expans.cn 
process performed within the wellbore. and the radial passage of at leastone of the 
perforated tubular members are cleaned by further radial expansion of the 
perforated tubular members within the wellbore. 

[0203] A method of isolating a first subterranean zone from a second 
subterranean zone in a wellbore has also been described that includes positioning 
one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore , the solid tubulars traversing the first 
subterranean zone, positioning one or more perforated tubulars within the wellbore 
each including one or more radial passages, the perforated tubulars traversing the 
second subterranean zone, radially expanding at least one of the primary solri 
,ubularsandperforatedtubula re withinthewellbore,fluidiclycouplingtheperforated 

tubulars and the solid tubulars. preventing the passage of fluids from the first 
subterranean zone tothe second subterranean zonewithin the wellborn external to 
the solid tubulars and perforated tubulars. and cleaning materials from the radial 
passages of at least one of theperforated tubulars byfurtherradialexpansion of the 
perforated tubulars within the wellbore. 

[0204] A method of extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone 
in a wellbore, at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, has also been 
described that includes positioning one or more solid tubulars wBhin the wellbore, 
positioning one or more perforated tubulais within the wellbore each including one 



or more radial passages, the perforated tubulars traversing the producing 
subterranean zone, radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the 
perforated tubulars within the wellbore, fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the 
casing, fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars, fluidicly 
isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least one other subterranean 
zone within the wellbore, fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars 
with the producing subterranean zone, monitoring the operating temperatures, 
pressures, and flow rates within one or more of the perforated tubulars, and 
cleaning materials from the radial passages of at least one of the perforated 
tubulars by further radial expansion of the perforated tubulars within the wellbore. 
[0205] A system for isolating a first subterranean zone from a second 
subterranean zone in a wellbore has also been described that includes means for 
positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, the solid tubulars 
traversing the first subterranean zone, means for positioning one or more perforated 
tubulars within the wellbore each including one or more radial passages, the 
perforated tubulars traversing the second subterranean zone, means for radially 
expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and perforated tubulars within the 
wellbore, means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars, 
means for preventing the passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone to the 
second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to the solid tubulars and 
perforated tubulars, and means for cleaning materials from the radial passages of 
at least one of the perforated tubulars by further radial expansion of the perforated 
tubulars within the wellbore. 

[0206] A system for extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone 
in a wellbore, at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, has also been 
described that includes means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the 
wellbore, means for positioning one or more perforated tubulars within the wellbore 
each including one or more radial passages, the perforated tubulars traversing the 



producing subterranean zone, means for radially expanding at least one of the solid 
tubulars and the perforated tubulars within the wellbore, means for fluidicly coupling 
the solid tubulars with the casing, means for fluidicly coupling the perforated 
tubulars with the solid tubulars, means for fluidicly isolating the producing 
subterranean zone from at least one other subterranean zone within the wellbore, 
means for fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars with the 
producing subterranean zone, and means for cleaning materials from the radial 
passages of at least one of the perforated tubulars by further radial expansion of the 
perforated tubulars within the wellbore. 

[0207] Although illustrative embodiments of the invention have been shown 
and described, a wide range of modification, changes and substitution is 
contemplated in the foregoing disclosure. In some instances, some features of the 
present invention may be employed without a corresponding use of the other 
features. Accordingly, it is appropriate that the appended claims be construed 
broadly and in a manner consistent with the scope of the invention. 
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What is claimed is: 



Claims 



1. An apparatus, comprising: 

a zonal isolation assembly comprising: 

one or more solid tubular members, each solid tubular member 

including one or more external seals; 
one or more perforated tubular members coupled to the solid tubular 
members; 

one or more flow control valves operably coupled to the perforated 
tubular members for controlling the flow of fluidic materials 
through the perforated tubular members; 

one or more temperature sensors operably coupled to one or more of 
the perforated tubular members for monitoring the operating 
temperature within the perforated tubular members; 

one or more pressure sensors operably coupled to one or more of the 
perforated tubular members for monitoring the operating 
pressure within the perforated tubular members; and 

one or more flow sensors operably coupled to one or more of the 

i 

perforated tubular members for monitoring the operating flow 
rate within the perforated tubular members; and 
a shoe coupled to the zonal isolation assembly; and 
a controller operably coupled to the flow control valves, the temperature 
sensors, the pressure sensors, and the flow sensors for monitoring 
the temperature, pressure and flow sensors and controlling the 
operation of the flow control valves; 
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wherein at least one of the solid tubular members and the perforated tubular 
members are formed by a radial expansion process performed within 
the wellbore. 



2. A method of isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subterranean 
zone in a wellbore, comprising: 

positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, the solid tubulars 

traversing the first subterranean zone; 
positioning one or more perforated tubulars within the wellbore, the 

perforated tubulars traversing the second subterranean zone; 
radially expanding at least one of the primary solid tubulars and perforated 

tubulars within the wellbore; 
fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars; 
preventing the passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone to the 

second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to the solid 

tubulars and perforated tubulars; 
monitoring the operating temperatures, pressures, and flow rates within one 

or more of the perforated tubulars; and 
controlling the flow of fluidic materials through the perforated tubulars as a 

i 

function of the monitored operating temperatures, pressures, and flow 
rates. 

3. A method of extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone in a 
wellbore, at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, comprising; 

positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore; 

positioning one or more perforated tubulars within the wellbore, the 

perforated tubulars traversing the producing subterranean zone; 
radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated 

^\ 



tubulars within the wellbore; 
fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing; 
fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars; 
fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least one other 

subterranean zone within the wellbore; 
fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars with the producing 

subterranean zone; 
monitoring the operating temperatures, pressures, and flow rates within one 

or more of the perforated tubulars; and 
controlling the flow of fluidic materials through the perforated tubulars as a 

function of the monitored operating temperatures, pressures, and flow 

rates. 

4. A system for isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subterranean 
zone in a wellbore, comprising: 

means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, the 

solid tubulars traversing the first subterranean zone; 
means for positioning one or more perforated tubulars within the wellbore, 

the perforated tubulars traversing the second subterranean zone; 
means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and perforated 

tubulars within the wellbore; 
means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars; 
means for preventing the passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone 

to the second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to the 

solid tubulars and perforated tubulars; 
means for monitoring the operating temperatures, pressures, and flow rates 

within one or more of the perforated tubulars; and 
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means for controlling the flow of fluid* materials through the perforated 
tubulars as a function of the monitored operating temperatures, 
pressures, and flow rates. 

A system for extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone in a 
wellbore, at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, comprising; 
means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore; 
means for positioning one or more perforated tubulars within the wellbore. 

the perforated tubulars traversing the producing subterranean zone; 
means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the 

perforated tubulars within the wellbore; 
means for fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing; 
means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars; 
means for fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least 

one other subterranean zone within the wellbore; 
means for fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars with the 

producing subterranean zone; 
means for monitoring the operating temperatures, pressures, and flow rates 

within one or more of the perforated tubulars; and 
means for controlling the flow of fluidic materials through the perforated 
tubulars as a function of the monitored operating temperatures, 
pressures, and flow rates. 

6. An apparatus, comprising: 

a zonal isolation assembly comprising: 

one or more solid tubular members, each solid tubular member 

including one or more external seals; 
one or more perforated tubular members each including radial 
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passages coupled to the solid tubular members; and 
one or more solid tubular liners coupled to the interior surfaces of one 
or more of the perforated tubular members for sealing at least 
some of the radial passages of the perforated tubular 
members; and 
a shoe coupled to the zonal isolation assembly; 

wherein at least one of the solid tubular members and the perforated tubular 
members are formed by a radial expansion process performed within 
the wellbore; and 

wherein the solid tubular liners are formed by a radial expansion process 
performed within the wellbore. 

7. A method of isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subterranean 
zone in a wellbore, comprising: 

positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, the solid tubulars 

traversing the first subterranean zone; 
positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one or more 

radial passages within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing 

the second subterranean zone; 
radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and perforated tubulars 

within the wellbore; 
fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the primary solid tubulars; 
preventing the passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone to the 

second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to the primary 

solid tubulars and perforated tubulars; 
positioning one or more solid tubular liners within the interior of one or more 

of the perforated tubulars; and 



radially expanding and plastically deforming the solid tubular liners within the 
interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars to fluidicly seal at 
least some of the radial passages of the perforated tubulars. 



8. A method of extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone in a 
wellbore, at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, comprising; 

positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore; 

positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one or more 

radial passages within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing 

the producing subterranean zone; 
radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated 

tubulars within the wellbore; 
fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing; 
fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars; 
fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least one other 

subterranean zone within the wellbore; 
fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars with the producing 

subterranean zone; 
positioning one or more solid tubular liners within the interior of one or more 

of the perforated tubulars; and 
radially expanding and plastically deforming the solid tubular liners within the 

interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars to fluidicly seal at 

least some of the radial passages of the perforated tubulars. 

9. A system for isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subterranean 
zone in a wellbore, comprising: 

means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, the 
solid tubulars traversing the first subterranean zone; 



means for positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one or 

more radial passages within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars 

traversing the second subterranean zone;, 
means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and perforated 

tubulars within the wellbore; 
means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars; 
means for preventing the passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone 

to the second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to the 

primary solid tubulars and perforated tubulars; 
means for positioning one or moTe solid tubular liners within the interior of 

one or more of the perforated tubulars; and 
means for radially expanding and plastically deforming the solid tubular 

liners within the interior of one Or more of the perforated tubulars to 

fluidicly seal at least some of the radial passages of the perforated 

tubulars. 

10. A system for extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone in a 
wellbore, at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, comprising; 
means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore; 
means for positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one or 

more radial passages within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars 

traversing the producing subterranean zone; 
means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the 

perforated tubulars within the wellbore; 
means for fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing; 
means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars; 
means for fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least 

one other subterranean zone within the wellbore; 



means for flu** coupling at leas, one of the perforated tubulars with the 

producing subterranean zone; 
means for posting one or more so«d tubular liners wKhin the intenor of 

one or more of the perforated lobulars; and 
means for radially expanding and plastically deforming the solid tubular 

.iners wifhin the inferior of one or more of the perforated tubulars to 

fluldicly seal at least some of the radial passages of the perforated 

tubulars. 

11. An apparatus, comprising: 

a zona! isolation assembly comprising: 

one or more solid tubular members, each so.id tubular member 

including one or more external seals; 
one or more perforated tubular members eaoh induding rad,al 

passages ooupled to the solid tubular members; and 
a sealing materia, ooupled to a. leas, some of the perforated tubular 
members for sealing at least some of the radial passages of 
the perforated tubular members; and 
a shoe ooupled to the zonal isolation assembly. 

12 Amethodofisola^affrstsubterraneanzonefromaseoondsubterranean 

traversing the first subterranean zone; 
positioning one or more perforated tubulara each including one or more 

the second subterranean zone; 



radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and perforated tubulars 

within the wellbore; 
fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the primary solid tubulars; 
preventing the passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone to the 

second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to the primary 

solid tubulars and perforated tubulars; 
sealing off an annular region within at least one of the perforated tubulars; 

and 

injecting a hardenable fluidic sealing material into the sealed annular regions 
of the perforated tubulars to seal off at least some of the radial 
passages of the perforated tubulars. 

1 3. A method of extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone in a 
wellbore, at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, comprising; 
positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore; 
positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one or more 

radial passages within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing 

the producing subterranean zone; 
radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated 

tubulars within the wellbore; 
fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing; 
fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars; 
fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least one other 

subterranean zone within the wellbore; 
fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars with the producing 

subterranean zone; 
sealing off an annular region within at least one of the perforated tubulars; 

and 
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injecting a hardenable fluidic sealing material into the sealed annular regions 
of the perforated tubulars to seal off at least some of the radial 
passages of the perforated tubulars. 

14. A system for isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subterranean 
zone in a wellbore, comprising: 

means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, the 

solid tubulars traversing the first subterranean zone; 
means for positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one or 

more radial passages within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars 

traversing the second subterranean zone; 
means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and perforated 

tubulars within the wellbore; 
means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars; 
means for preventing the passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone 

to the second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to the 

primary solid tubulars and perforated tubulars; 
means for sealing off an annular region within at least one of the perforated 

tubulars; and 

means for injecting a hardenable fluidic sealing material into the sealed 
annular regions of the perforated tubulars to seal off at least some of 
the radial passages of the perforated tubulars. 

15. A system for extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone in a 
wellbore, at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, comprising; 

means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore; 



means for positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one or 

more radial passages within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars 

traversing the producing subterranean zone; 
means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the 

perforated tubulars within the wellbore; 
means for fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing; 
means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars; 
means for fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least 

one other subterranean zone within the wellbore; 
means for fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars with the 

producing subterranean zone; 
means for sealing off an annular region within at least one of the perforated 

tubulars; and 

means for injecting a hardenable fluidic sealing material into the sealed 
annular regions of the perforated tubulars to seal off at least some of 
the radial passages of the perforated tubulars. 

An apparatus, comprising: 

a zonal isolation assembly positioned within a wellbore that traverses a 
subterranean formation, comprising: 

one or more solid tubular members, each solid tubular member 

including one or more external seals; 
one or more perforated tubular members coupled to the solid tubular 
members; and 
a shoe coupled to the zonal isolation assembly; 

wherein at least one of the solid tubular members and the perforated tubular 
members are formed by a radial expansion process performed within 
the wellbore; and 
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wherein at least one of the perforated tubular members are radially 
expanded into intimate contact with the subterranean formation. 

17. The apparatus of claim 16, wherein the perforated tubular members that are 
radially expanded into intimate contact with the subterranean formation compress 
the subterranean formation. 

18. A method of isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subterranean 
zone in a wellbore, comprising: 

positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, the solid tubulars 

traversing the first subterranean zone; 
positioning one or more perforated tubulars within the wellbore each 

including one or more radial passages, the perforated tubulars 

traversing the second subterranean zone; 
radially expanding at least one of the primary solid tubulars and perforated 

tubulars within the wellbore; 
radially expanding at least one of the perforated tubulars into intimate 

contact with the second subterranean zone; 
fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars; and 
preventing the passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone to the 

second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to the solid 

tubulars and perforated tubulars. 

19. The method of claim 18, wherein the perforated tubulars that are radially 
expanded into intimate contact with the second subterranean zone compress the 
second subterranean zone. 

20. The method of claim 18, further comprising vibrating the second 



subterranean zone to increase the rate of recovery of hydrocarbons from the 
second subterranean zone. 

21. The method of claim 18, further comprising vibrating the second 
subterranean zone to clean the radial passages of the perforated tubulars that are 
radially expanded into intimate contact with the second subterranean zone. 

22. The method of claim 1 8, further comprising applying an impulsive load to the 
perforated tubulars that are radially expanded into intimate contact with the second 
subterranean zone to increase the rate of recovery of hydrocarbons from the 
second subterranean zone. 

23. A method of extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone in a 
wellbore, at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, comprising; 

positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore; 

positioning one or more perforated tubulars within the wellbore each 

including one or more radial passages, the perforated tubulars 

traversing the producing subterranean zone; 
radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated 

tubulars within the wellbore; 
radially expanding at least one of the perforated tubulars into intimate 

contact with the producing subterranean zone; 
fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing; 
fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars; 
fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least one other 

subterranean zone within the wellbore; and 
fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars with the producing 

subterranean zone. 
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24 The method of claim 23, wherein the perforated tubutars that are radial, 
expanded into intimate contact with. he producing subterranean zone compress the 

producing subterranean zone. 

25 The method of Cairn 23. further comprising vibrating the producing 
subterranean zone to increase the rate of recovery of hydrocarbons from the 
producing subterranean zone. 

26 The method of claim 23, further composing vibrating the producing 
M expanded into intimate contact wHh the producing subterranean zone. 

27 Theme m odofclaim23.furthercompnsingappVn g animpulsive 1 oad.o,he 
perforated tubulars mat are radial* expanded into intimate contact wrth the 

the producing subterranean zone. 

28 . Asystemforisolaangafrrstsubterraneanzonefromasecond subterranean 

zone in a wellbore, comprising: 

m eans for posting one or more solid tubuiars within the we,.bora. the 

solid tubulars traversingthe first subterranean zone; 
mea ns to, posting one or more perforated tubufars within the wetoore 

each including one or more radial passages, the perforated tubulars 

traversing the second subterranean zone; 
meansforradial^expandinga.teas.oneofmesoMtubulars and perforated 

tubulars within the wellbore; 
m eans for radial expanding at leas, one of *e perforated tubulars ,n«o 
intimate contact with the second subterranean zone; 
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means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars; 
and 

means for preventing the passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone 
to the second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to the 
solid tubulars and perforated tubulars. 

29. The system of claim 28, wherein the means for radially expanding at least 
one of the perforated tubulars into intimate contact with the second subterranean 
zone comprises means for compressing the second subterranean zone. 

30. The system of claim 28, further comprising means for vibrating the second 
subterranean zone to increase the rate of recovery of hydrocarbons from the 
second subterranean zone. 

31 . The system of claim 28, further comprising means for vibrating the second 
subterranean zone to clean the radial passages of the perforated tubulars that are 
radially expanded into intimate contact with the second subterranean zone. 

32. The system of claim 28, further, comprising means for applying an impulsive 
load to the perforated tubulars that are radially expanded into intimate contact with 
the second subterranean zone to increase the rate of recovery of hydrocarbons 
from the second subterranean zone. 

33. A system for extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone in a 
wellbore, at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, comprising; 

means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore; 
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means for positioning one or more perforated tubulars within the wellbore 
each induding one or more radial openings, the perforated tubulars 
traversing the producing subterranean zone;. 
m eans for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the 

perforated tubulars within the wellbore; 
means for radially expanding at least one of the perforated tubulars into 

intimate contact with the producing subterranean zone; 
means for fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing; 
means for fluididy coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars; 
means for fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least 

one other subterranean zone within the wellbore; and 
means for fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubu.ars with the 
producing subterranean zone. 

34 The system of claim 33, wherein the means for radially expanding at least 
oneoftheperforatedtubularsintointimatecomactwiththe producing subterranean 
zone comprises means for compressing the producing subterranean zone. 

35 Thesvstemofdaim33,further.com P risingmeansforvibratingtheproducing 
subterranean zone to increase the rate of recovery of hydrocarbons from the 
producing subterranean zone. 

36 The system of claim 33, further comprising means forvibrating the produdng 
subterranean zone to dean the radial passages of the perforated tubulars that are 
radi* expanded into intimate contad with the produdng subtenanean zone. 

37 Thesystem of claim 33, further comprising means for applying an impulsive 
,oad to the perforated tubulars that are radially expanded into intimate contad w,th 
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the producing subterranean zone to increase the rate of recovery of hydrocarbons 
from the producing subterranean zone. 

38. An apparatus, comprising: 

a zonal isolation assembly positioned within a wellbore that traverses a 
subterranean formation and includes a perforated wellbore casing, 
comprising: 

one or more solid tubular members, each solid tubular member 

including one or more external seals; 
one or more perforated tubular members coupled to the solid tubular 
members; and 
a shoe coupled to the zonal isolation assembly; 

wherein at least one of the solid tubular members and the perforated tubular 
members are formed by a radial expansion process performed within 
the wellbore; and 

wherein at least one of the perforated tubular members are radially 
expanded into intimate contact with the perforated wellbore casing. 

39. The apparatus of claim 38, wherein the perforated tubular members that are 
radially expanded into intimate contact with the perforated casing compress the 
subterranean formation. 

40. A method of isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subterranean 
zone in a wellbore that includes a perforated casing that traverses the second 
subterranean zone, comprising: 

positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore. the solid tubulars 
traversing the first subterranean zone; 
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positioning one or more perforated tubuiars wKhin the 

inducing one or more radia. passages, .he perforated tubulars 

traversing the second subterranean zone; _ 
radially expanding at teas, one of the primary soiid tubuiars and perforated 

tubulars within the wellbore; 
radiaiiy expanding a, leas, one of the perforated tubulars into ornate 

contact with the perforated casing; 
fluidicly coupling .he perforated tubulars and the solid tubutars; and 
preventing me passage o, fluids fro. the flrs, subterranean zo^ o* 

second suMerranean zone within the wellbore external to the sohd 

tubulars and perforated tubulars. 

41 The method of claim 40, wherein the perforated tubulars the. are radially 
expanded into innate contact wKh the perforated casing compress the second 
subterranean zone. 

42 The method of Cairn 40, further comprising vibrating the second 
subterranean zone to increase the rate of recover of hydrocarbons from the 
second subterranean zone. , 

43 The method of d*. 40, further comprising vibrating the second 
iJlrietoc^ntneradia.pass^of^perforateo.ubularstbata™ 

radiaiiy expanded into intimate contact with the perforated casing. 

perforated tubulars that are radially expanded into intimate e-« * ** 
perforated casing to increasethe rate of .coveryofhydrocarbonsfromthesecond 

subterranean zone. 
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45. A method of extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone in a 
wellbore, at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing and a perforated 
casing that traverses the producing subterranean zone, comprising; 
positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore; 
positioning one or more perforated tubulars within the wellbore each 
including one or more radial passages, the perforated tubulars 
traversing the producing subterranean zone; 
radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated 

tubulars within the wellbore; 
radially expanding at least one of the perforated tubulars into intimate 
contact with the perforated casing; 
fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing; 
fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars; 
fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least one other 

subterranean zone within the wellbore; and 
fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars with the producing 
subterranean zone. 

46. The method of claim 45, wherein the perforated tubulars that are radially 
expanded into intimate contact with the perforated casing compress the producing 
subterranean zone. 

47. The method of claim 45, further comprising vibrating the producing 
subterranean zone to increase the rate of recovery of hydrocarbons from the 
producing subterranean zone. 

48. The method of claim 45, further comprising vibrating the producing 
subterranean zone to clean the radial passages of the perforated tubulars that are 



radially expanded into intimate contact with the perforated casing. 

49 The method of claim 45, further comprising applying an impulsive load to the 
perforated tubuiars that are radially expanded into intimate contact with the 
perforated tubuiars to increase the rate of recovery of hydrocarbons from the 
producing subterranean zone. 

50 Asystemforisolatinganrstsubterraneanzonefromasecond subterranean 
zone in a wellbore that includes a perforated casing that traverses the second 
subterranean zone, comprising: 

means for positioning one or more solid tubuiars within the wellbore, the 

solid tubuiars traversing the first subtenanean zone; 
means for positioning one or more perforated tubuiars within the wellbore 
each including one or more radial passages, the perforated tubuiars 
traversing the second subterranean zone; 
meansfor radially expanding at leastone of the solid tubuiars and perforated 

tubuiars within the wellbore; 
means for radiaily expanding at least one of the perforated tubuiars into 

intimate contact with the perforated casing; 
means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubuiars and the solid tubuiars; 

and 

means for preventing the passage of fluids from the first subterranean .**» 
,o the second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to the 
solid tubuiars and perforated tubuiars. 

51 The system of claim 50, wherein the means for radially expanding at least 
one of me perforated tubuiars into infimate contact with the perforated cas,ng 
comprises means for compressing the second subterranean zone. 



52. The system of claim 50, further comprising means for vibrating the second 
subterranean zone to increase the rate of recovery of .hydrocarbons from the 
second subterranean zone. 

53. The system of claim 50, further comprising means for vibrating the second 
subterranean zone to clean the radial passages of the perforated tubulars that are 
radially expanded into intimate contact with the perforated casing. 

54. The system of claim 50, further comprising means for applying an impulsive 
load to the perforated tubulars that are radially expanded into intimate contact with 
the perforated casing to increase the rate of recovery of hydrocarbons from the 
second subterranean zone. 

55. A system for extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone in a 
wellbore, at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing and a perforated 
casing that traverses the producing subterranean zone, comprising; 

means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore; 
means for positioning one or more perforated tubulars within the wellbore 

each including one or more radial openings, the perforated tubulars 

traversing the producing subterranean zone; 
means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the 

perforated tubulars within the wellbore; 
means for radially expanding at least one of the perforated tubulars into 

intimate contact with the perforated casing; 
means forfluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing; 
means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars; 
means for fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least 



one other subterranean zone within the wellbore; and 
means for fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars with the 
producing subterranean zone. 

56. The system of claim 55, wherein the means for radially expanding at least 
one of the perforated tubulars into intimate contact with the perforated casing 
comprises means for compressing the producing subterranean zone. 

57. The system of claim 55, further comprising means for vibrating the producing 
subterranean zone to increase the rate of recovery of hydrocarbons from the 
producing subterranean zone. 

58. The system of claim 55, further comprising means for vibrating the producing 
subterranean zone to clean the radial passages of the perforated tubulars that are 
radially expanded into intimate contact with the perforated casing. 

59. The system of claim 55, further comprising means for applying an impulsive 
load to the perforated tubulars that are radially expanded into intimate contact with 

the perforated casing to increase the rate of recovery of hydrocarbons from the 

i 

producing subterranean zone. 

60. An apparatus, comprising: 

a zonal isolation assembly comprising: 

one or more solid tubular members, each solid tubular member 

including one or more external seals; 
one or more perforated tubular members each including radial 

passages coupled to the solid tubular members; and 
one or more perforated tubular liners each including one or more 



radial passages coupled to the interior surfaces of one or more 
of the perforated tubular members; and 
a shoe coupled to the zonal isolation assembly; . 
wherein at least one of the solid tubular members and the perforated tubular 
members are formed by a radial expansion process performed within 
the wellbore; and 

wherein the perforated tubular liners are formed by a radial expansion 
process performed within the wellbore. 

61 . A method of isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subterranean 
zone in a wellbore, comprising: 

positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, the solid tubulars 

traversing the first subterranean zone; 
positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one or more 

radial passages within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing 

the second subterranean zone; 
radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and perforated tubulars 

within the wellbore; 
fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the primary solid tubulars; 
preventing the passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone to the 

second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to the primary 

solid tubulars and perforated tubulars; 
positioning one or more perforated tubular liners within the interior of one or 

more of the perforated tubulars; and 
radially expanding and plastically deforming the perforated tubular liners 

within the interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars. 



62 A method of ex.rao.ing materials from a produoing subterranean zone ,n a 
wellbore, a. .east a portion of .he wellbore inoluding a oasing, compns.ng; 

positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore; 

posttioning one or more perforated tubulars eaoh induding one or more 
radialpassageswithinthewellbore,theperforatedtubularstravers,ng 

the producing subterranean zone; 
rad ia.ly expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated 

tubulars within the wellbore; 
fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing; 
fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars; 
fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone from at .east one other 

subterranean zone within the wellbore; 
fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars wtth the producing 

subterranean zone; 
positioning one or more perforated tubular liners within the interior of one or 

more of the perforated tubulars; and 
radially expanding and plastic* deforming the perforated tubular hners 

within the interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars. 

63. Asystemforisolatingaflrstsubterraneanzonefromasecond subterranean 

zone in a wellbore, comprising: „, lh ™ «,» 

means for positioning one or mora solid tubulars with-n the wellbore, the 
solid tubulars traversing the first subterranean zone; 

more radial passages wflhin the wellbore, the perforated tubulars 
traversing the second subterranean zone; 
meansforradial.yexpandingatleastoneoftheso.id.ubularaandperforated 

tubulars within the wellbore; 
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means for fluid icly coupling the perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars; 
means for preventing the passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone 

to the second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to the 

primary solid tubulars and perforated tubulars; 
means for positioning one or more perforated tubular liners within the interior 

of one or more of the perforated tubulars; and 
means for radially expanding and plastically deforming the perforated tubular 

liners within the interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars. 

64. A system for extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone in a 
wellbore, at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, comprising; 
means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore; 
means for positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one or 

more radial passages within the wellbore. the perforated tubulars 

traversing the producing subterranean zone; 
means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the 

perforated tubulars within the wellbore; 
means for fiuidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing; 
means for fiuidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars; 
means for fiuidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least 

one other subterranean zone within the wellbore; 
means for fiuidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars with the 

producing subterranean zone; 
means for positioning one or more perforated tubular liners within the interior 

of one or more of the perforated tubulars; and 
means for radially expanding and plastically deforming the perforated tubular 

liners within the interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars. 



65. An apparatus, comprising: 

a zonal isolation assembly comprising: 

one or more solid tubular members, each solid tubular member 

including one or more external seals; 
two or more perforated tubular members each including radial 

passages coupled to the solid tubular members; and 
one or more one-way valves for controllably fluidicly coupling the 
perforated tubular members; and 
a shoe coupled to the zonal isolation assembly; 

wherein at least one of the solid tubular members and the perforated tubular 
members are formed by a radial expansion process performed wrth.n 
the weilbore. 

66 A method of isolating a first subterranean zone from a seoond subtenanean 
zone having a plurality of producing zones in a weilbore, compnsmg: 

positioning one or more solid tubulars within the weilbore, the solid tubulars 

traversing the first subterranean zone; 
positioning two or more perforated tubulars eaoh including one or more 

radial passages within the weilbore, the perforated tubularstraversmg 

the second subterranean zone; 
radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and perforated tubulars 

within the weilbore; 
fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the primary solid tubulars; 
preventing the passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone to the 

second subterranean zone within the weilbore external to the pnmary 

solid tubulars and perforated tubulars; and 
preventing fluids from passing from one of the producing zones that has not 

been depleted to one of the producing zones that has been depleted. 
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67. A method of extracting materials from a wellbore having a plurality of 
producing subterranean zones, at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, 
comprising; 

positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore; 

positioning two or more perforated tubulars each including one or more 

radial passages within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing 

the producing subterranean zones; 
radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated 

tubulars within the wellbore; 
fluid icly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing; 
fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars; 
fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least one other 

subterranean zone within the wellbore; 
fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars with the producing 

subterranean zone; 
preventing fluids from passing from one of the producing zones that has not 

been depleted to one of the producing zones that has been depleted. 

68. A system for isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subterranean 
zone having a plurality of producing zones in a wellbore, comprising: 

means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, the 

solid tubulars traversing the first subterranean zone; 
means for positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one or 

more radial passages within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars 

traversing the second subterranean zone; 
means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and perforated 

tubulars within the wellbore; 



means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubuiars and the solid tubulars; 
means for preventing the passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone 

to the second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to the 

primary solid tubulars and perforated tubulars; 
means for positioning one or more perforated tubular liners within the interior 

of one or more of the perforated tubulars; and 
means for preventing fluids from passing from one of the producing zones 

that has not been depleted to one of the producing zones that has 

been depleted. 

69. A system for extracting materials from a plurality of producing subterranean 
zones in a wellbore, at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, comprising; 
means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore; 
means for positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one or 

more radial passages within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars 

traversing the producing subterranean zones; 
means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the 

perforated tubulars within the wellbore; 
means for fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing; 
means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars; 
means for fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least 

one other subterranean zone within the wellbore; 
means for fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars with the 

producing subterranean zone; 
means for positioning one or more perforated tubular liners within the interior 

of one or more of the perforated tubulars; and 
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means for preventing fluids from passing from one of the producing zones 
that has not been depleted to one of the producing zones that has 
been depleted. 

70. An apparatus for extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean 
formation containing a source of geothermal energy, comprising: 

a zonal isolation assembly positioned within the subterranean formation, 
comprising: 

one or more solid tubular members, each solid tubular member 

including one or more external seals; 
one or more perforated tubular members each including radial 

passages coupled to the solid tubular members; and 
one or more perforated tubular liners each including one or more 

radial passages coupled to the interior surfaces of one or more 

of the perforated tubular members; and 
a shoe coupled to the zonal isolation assembly; 

wherein at least one of the solid tubular members and the perforated tubular 
members are formed by a radial expansion process performed within 
the wellbore. ( 

71 . A method of isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subterranean 
zone including a source of geothermal energy in a wellbore, comprising: 

positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, the solid tubulars 

traversing the first subterranean zone; 
positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one or more 
radial passages within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing 
the second subterranean zone; 
radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and perforated tubulars 



within the wellbore; 
fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the primary solid tubuiars; 
preventing the passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone to the 

second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to the primary 

solid tubulars and perforated tubulars; and 
positioning one or more perforated tubular liners within the interior of one or 

more of the perforated tubulars; and 
radially expanding and plastically deforming the perforated tubular liners 

within the interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars. 

72. A method of extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean geothermal 
zone in a wellbore, at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, comprising; 

positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore; 

positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one or more 

radial passages within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing 

the subterranean geothermal zone; 
radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated 

tubulars within the wellbore; 
fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing; 
fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars; 
fluidicly isolating the subterranean geothermal zone from at least one other 

subterranean zone within the wellbore; and 
fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars with the 

subterranean geothermal zone. 

73. A system for isolating a first subterranean zone from a second geothermal 
subterranean zone in a wellbore, comprising: 



means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the welibore, the 
solid tubulars traversing the first subterranean zone; 

means for positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one or 
more radial passages within the welibore, the perforated tubulars 
traversing the second geothermal subterranean zone; 

means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and perforated 
tubulars within the welibore; 

means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars; 
and 

means for preventing the passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone 
to the second geothermal subterranean zone within the welibore 
external to the primary solid tubulars and perforated tubulars. 

74. A system for extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean geothermal 
zone in a welibore, at least a portion of the welibore including a casing, comprising; 
means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the welibore; 
means for positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one or 

more radial passages within the welibore, the perforated tubulars 

traversing the subterranean geothermal zone; 
means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the 

perforated tubulars within the welibore; 
means for fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing; 
means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars; 
means for fluidicly isolating the subterranean geothermal zone from at least 

one other subterranean zone within the welibore; and 
means for fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars with the 

subterranean geothermal zone. 
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75. An apparatus, Comprising: 

a zonal isolation assembly comprising: 

one or more solid tubular members, each solid tubular member 

including one or more external seals; 
one or more perforated tubular members each including one or more 
radial passages coupled to the solid tubular members; and 
a shoe coupled to the zonal isolation assembly; 

wherein at least one of the solid tubular members and the perforated tubular 
members are formed by a radial expansion process performed within 
the wellbore; and 

wherein the radial passage of at least one of the perforated tubular members 
are cleaned by further radial expansion of the perforated tubular 
members within the wellbore. 

76. A method of isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subterranean 
zone in a wellbore, comprising: 

positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, the solid tubulars 

traversing the first subterranean zone; 
positioning one or more perforated tubulars within the wellbore each 

including one or more radial passages, the perforated tubulars 

traversing the second subterranean zone; 
radially expanding at least one of the primary solid tubulars and perforated 

tubulars within the wellbore; 
fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars; 
preventing the passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone to the 

second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to the solid 

tubulars and perforated tubulars; and 



cleaning materials from the radial passages of at least one of the perforated 
tubulars by further radial expansion of the perforated tubulars within 
the wellbore. 

77. A method of extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone in a 
wellbore. at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, comprising; 
positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore; 
positioning one or more perforated tubulars within the wellbore each 

including one or more radial passages, the perforated tubulars 

traversing the producing subterranean zone; 
radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated 

tubulars within the wellbore; 
fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing; 
fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars; 
fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least one other 

subterranean zone within the wellbore; 
fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars with the producing 

subterranean zone; 
monitoring the operating temperatures, pressures, and flow rates within one 

or more of the perforated tubulars; and 
cleaning materials from the radial passages of at least one of the perforated 

tubulars by further radial expansion of the perforated tubulars within 

the wellbore. 

78. A system for isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subterranean 
zone in a wellbore, comprising: 

means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, the 
solid tubulars traversing the first subterranean zone; 
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means for positioning one or more perforated tubulars within the wellbore 

eaoh including one or more radial passages, the perforated tubulars 

traversing the second subterranean zone; . 
means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and perforated 

tubulars within the wellbore; 
means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars; 
means for preventing the passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone 

to the second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to the 

solid tubulars and perforated tubulars; and 
means for cleaning materials from the radial passages of at least one of the 

perforated tubulars by further radial expansion of the perforated 
tubulars within the wellbore. 

79 A system for extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone in a 
wellbore, at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, compnsmg; 
means for positioning one or more solid tubulars wrthin the wellbore; 
means for positioning one or more perforated tubulars within the wellbore 
each including one or more radial passages, the perforated tubulars 
traversing the producing subterranean zone; 
means for radially expanding' a. least one of the solid tubulars and the 

perforated tubulars within the wellbore; 
means for fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing; 
means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubular* with the solid tubulars, 
means for fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least 

one other subterranean zone within the wellbore; 
means for fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars with the 
producing subterranean zone; and 
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means for cleaning materials from the radial passages of at least one of the 
perforated tubulars by further radial expansion of the perforated 
tubulars within the wellbore. 



\2k 




% Office | 
\ 




INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 



Application No: 
Claims searched: 



GB 0225505.7 

1 



[76 



Examiner: 
Date of search: 



Nicholas Mole 
5 March 2003 



Patents Act 1977 : Search Report under Section 17 



Category 


Relevant 
to claims 


Identity of document ai 


id passage or figure of particular relevance 


Y 


1 


GB 2343691 A 


(SHELL) see whole document 


Y 


1 


GB 2325949 A 


(BAKER HUGHES) see esp. page 10 lines 4-21 


Y 


1 


US 5447201 


(MOHN) see esp. col. 2 lines 18-36 


Y 


1 


US 4942926 


(LESSI) see esp. col. 4 lines 31-52 



Categories: 



X Document indicating lack of novelty or inventive step 

Y Document indicating lack of inventive step if combined 
with one or more other documents of same category. 

& Member of the same patent family 



A Document indicating technological background and/or state of the art 

P Document published on or after the declared priority date but before the 
filing date of this invention. 

E Patent document published on or after, but with priority date earl ier than, 
the filing date of this application. 



Field of Search: 

Search of GB, EP, WO & US patent documents classified in the following areas of the UKC V : 



E1F 



Worldwide search of patent documents classified in the following areas of the IPC 7 : 
E21B 



The followin g online and other databases have been used in the preparation of this search report: 
WPI EPODOC JAPIO 



